
RCAF
1924–2024
Celebrating 100 years
of service on the
West Coast of Canada

R
C

A
F 1924 – 2024

: C
elebrating 100 years of service on the W

est C
oast of C

anada

COMOX

A
IR FORCE MUSEU

M

www.comoxairforcemuseum.ca
Located at the gate to 19 Wing Comox

250-339-8162

19 Wing Comox is located at Canadian Forces 
Base Comox on Vancouver Island with a 
squadron located in Winnipeg. It is under the 
operational command of 1 Canadian  
Air Division.

Its Aurora crews keep watch over the Pacific 
Ocean looking for illegal fishing, human 
trafficking, drugs and pollution in addition 
to foreign submarines. 442 Squadron also 
carries out search and rescue (SAR) operations 
throughout Search and Rescue Region (SRR) 
Victoria, stretching from the B.C.-Washington 
border to the Yukon, and from the Rocky 
Mountains to 1,200 km out into the Pacific 
Ocean. 435 Squadron’s Hercules crews also 
support SAR across SSR Victoria and SSR 
Trenton. Members of 418 Squadron train 
aircrew and maintainers on the CC-295 fixed 
wing SAR aircraft.

In addition to its operational squadrons, the 
Wing is home to 19 Air Maintenance Squadron 
and a national training school—the Canadian 
Forces School of Search and Rescue (CFSSAR). 
19 Wing also supports cadet training at the 
Regional Cadet Gliding School (Pacific) and 
HMCS Quadra sea cadet camp.

History
The airfield at Comox was opened as a Royal 
Air Force Base in 1942 and was officially 
constituted as a Royal Canadian Air Force 
Aerodrome on 1 May 1943.





Dedicated to the members of the RCAF; past, present, and future. 
They make the history that we commit ourselves to preserving.



As a nation, Canada’s coming of age came with the First World War. The entire country 
mobilized towards the war effort and Canadian soldiers played a decisive role in many 
victories, such as Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele, and Hill 70. The four long years of total 
war also provided a proving ground for the importance of air power, and the lessons 
learned above the battlefields would be applied for years to come.

On April 1st, 1924, the Royal Canadian Air Force was 
established as the fundamental next step for national 
defence. Two decades later, the RCAF had become 
battle-hardened in the crucible of the Second World 
War, forging its reputation as a professional fighting 
force through combat and sacrifice.

Postwar to present-day, the men and women of the 
RCAF have risen to many challenges. The constant 
threat of Cold War adversaries, the complexities of 
peacekeeping operations, the intensity of modern 
warfare, and the frustrations of budget constraints, 
among the most prominent.

In the 100 years of the RCAF’s existence, a rich 
history and heritage has been handed down from 
generation to generation. We celebrate this unique 
history and heritage with our RCAF Centennial 
Display, with a focus on military aviation on the  
west coast of Canada.

Our display includes the following:
•  Written panels providing a brief decade-by-decade 

history, featuring notable members of the RCAF  
for each decade.

• Many artifacts and models as visual aids.

•  A description and break-down of 19 Wing,  
with its diverse array of squadrons and units.

•  A chart of all aircraft flown by the RCAF  
in British Columbia.

•  A map of British Columbia detailing the locations  
of stations and bases where the RCAF operated, 
both past and present.

•  An interactive exhibit for children to “fix”  
a Sea King helicopter. 

This display is only possible through the hard work  
of our highly dedicated volunteers and staff. 

Creative Designer and Project Manager
Carol Popkin

Research & Writing
Colonel (ret’d) Jon Ambler
Major (ret’d) Ted Usher
Captain (ret’d) Chris Chance
Warrant Officer (ret’d) Mel Birnie
Sergeant Ryan Lees
David Graham
Kelly Port

Photo Research
Chief Petty Officer 1st Class (ret’d) Lloyd Smith

Editors
Major (ret’d) Gwyneth Taylor
Warrant Officer (ret’d) Gary Wiffen

Painter
Captain (ret’d) Mike Forbes

Construction
Captain (ret’d) Mike Forbes
Master Warrant Officer (ret’d) Keith Kent
Terry Edwards
Terry Webb
Sean Riley

Installation
Captain (ret’d) Chris Chance
Captain Gerald Turmel

Final Text Edit & Fact-Checker
Sergeant Ryan Lees

Special Thanks
Major Fred Paradie for his assistance in providing 
the locations of RCAF stations and bases in British 
Columbia for the map panel.

Captain (ret’d) Gord Crossley, 17 Wing Heritage 
Officer, for scanning all artwork for the aircraft panel.
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Jericho Beach 
Air Station Opened

Canadian Air Force  
receives the “Royal” prefix 

on April 1

The “Big Cut” 20% in budget
leaving 103 Officers and 591 Airmen

Creation of three Air Commands:
Western (Vancouver), Eastern 
(Halifax) and Training (Toronto)

1932 1939

December:
BCATP Agreement  

signed

1920 1924 1938

September:
WW2 Begins

1939







Battle of Britain

Aleutians Campaign

RAF Station Comox  
becomes RCAF Station Comox

WW2 ends

1943 19481940 1942 1945

RCAF Station Comox
closes





RCAF Station Comox 
reopens

407 Sqn activated at Comox 
(Maritime Reconnaissance)

409 Sqn activated at Comox  
(All Weather Fighter)

Neptune replaces  
the Lancaster (407 Sqn)

1953 19591952 1952 1955

407 Sqn redesignated 
(Maritime Patrol)

Queen Elizabeth II
visits Comox

1959





First edition of  
Totem Times

CFB Comox newspaper

Voodoo replaces Canuck 
(409 Sqn)

Labrador replaces
H-21 Piasecki

Modern roundel adopted
to reflect Canadian National flag

1960 1962 1964 1965

Unification: formation of 
Canadian Armed Forces

1968

121 Composite Unit becomes  
442 Transport and Rescue Sqn

1968





TeePee campground  
opens 

with 17 sites

Buffalo replaces Dakota & 
Albatross (442 Sqn)

Glacier Greens 
golf course 

opens

Snowbirds aerobatic  
team created

1970 1970 1971 1971

VU-33 commences  
operation  
in Comox

1974

CFB Comox falls under 
authority of Air Command

1975

Military Colleges  
open to women.
81 of 127 trades

1978





Opening of Air Force
Indoctrination School

at Comox

First women pilots
in RCAF

Aurora replaces
Argus 

(407 Sqn)

409 Sqn to Cold Lake.  
Departure of USAF 425th Sqn

1980 1980 1981 1984

Distinctive Environmental
Uniform (DEU)
reintroduced

1985

No smoking in all 
buildings CFB Comox

1986

Accreditation of Comox
Air Force Museum 

1987

RCAF opens all 
trades to women





Holberg closed. 176 
military & 58 civilians 

relocated

End of Cold War.
USSR collapsed

Gulf War. 18 personnel
from Comox deployed to

Persian Gulf

VU-33 disbanded.  
Replaced by 414 Sqn.

1990 1991 1991 1992

CFB Comox becomes 
19 Wing Comox

1993

19 AMS established to
provide operational support

1993

SAR school moves
to 19 Wing

1996





9/11 War on Terror
Combat starts in 

Afghanistan

407 Sqn active in Afghanistan
supporting Op APOLLO

414 Sqn disbanded

Cormorant replaces
Labrador (442 Sqn)

2001 2002 2002 2002

19 Wings first HonCol
is Iona Campagnolo,

Lt Governor of BC

2004

407 Sqn active in Afghanistan
supporting Op ATHENA

2009

Celebration of Centennial
of Flight in Canada

2009





407 Sqn conducted ISR
operations over Libya

End of Second 
Gulf War

Reinstatement of RCAF
replacing designation

Air Command

End of Canadian
role in Afghanistan

2011 2011 2011 2014

435 Sqn assigned to 
19 Wing

2019



407 Squadron 
To Hold on High
The mission of 407 Long Range 
Patrol Squadron is the surveillance of 
Canadian territorial waters, both on 
and under the surface. Its personnel 
and aircraft have played pivotal roles 
in operations all over the world, from 
Afghanistan to the Caribbean. At 
any given time, the Squadron can be 
found serving with Canada’s allies 
on maritime surveillance, long range 
patrols, and anti-submarine warfare.  
407 Squadron works in partnership 
with the United States Navy and 
Air Force in training submarine 
commanders, conducting joint 
exercises, and sharing best practices.

As part of the Canadian Armed 
Forces, today’s RCAF is dedicated 

to the full spectrum of 
operations, engaging in 

domestic security, search 
and rescue, humanitarian 
aid, crisis assistance and 
combat operations. 

The RCAF, in partnership 
with the United States, 
protects the skies 
over North America 
as part of its NORAD 
commitments.  

It contributes to global 
peace and security while 

embracing an adaptive 
culture, leading-edge 

technologies, and innovative 
capabilities. The modern RCAF 

thrives in complex and dynamic 
settings with over 100 available career 

paths. Rooted in the military motto, “Mission 
First, People Always,” 19 Wing remains resolute in 

fully supporting its serving members and their families, 
fostering community resilience and cohesion. The skills  
19 Wing seeks to develop are both technical and 
intellectual, including leadership and critical-thinking 
abilities that make the most of a diversity that is the 
foundation of tomorrow’s RCAF.

As 19 Wing moves with the RCAF into the second century  
of service, it carries on the mission of executing 
surveillance, search and rescue, and air mobility 
operations. Projects that will boost 19 Wing’s effectiveness 
continue, such as the Remotely Piloted Aircraft System 
(RPAS),the CH-149 Cormorant Mid-Life Upgrade, the CP-
140 Aurora fleet modernization and life extension, and the 
Search and Rescue Centre of Excellence.

Rising to the challenge in all aspects of operational 
effectiveness 19 Wing squadrons encapsulate the  
RCAF motto Per Ardua ad Astra (Through Adversity  
to the Stars).

435 Squadron
Certi Provehendi  
(Determined on Delivery)
The mission of 435 Transport and Rescue 
Squadron is to conduct air mobility and 
search and rescue operations. In addition, 
435 Sqn is the only RCAF squadron 
equipped and trained for air-to-air refuelling 
of fighter aircraft in support of operational 
and training activities at home and abroad. 
Since the retirement of the CC-115 Buffalo 
in early 2022, the CC-130 Hercules aircraft 
and crews of 435 squadron have been 
providing the fixed wing SAR capabilities 
for 442 Squadron while it awaits the 
full operational capability of the CC-295 
Kingfisher.

418 Squadron
Piyautailili (Defend even unto death)
Reformed in March of 2019, 418 Squadron 
is a search and rescue operational 
training squadron delivering aircrew and 
maintenance technician training, manuals 
and instructions for the CC-295 Kingfisher, 
Canada’s newest fixed-wing search and 
rescue aircraft, and the CH-149 Cormorant. 
Through the use of simulators and 
specialised training methods 418 Squadron 
is integral to the Search and Rescue Centre 
of Excellence at 19 Wing.

19 Wing today: 
The Flightpath Forward

Photos courtesy of 19 Wing Imaging



19 Operational Support Squadron (19 OSS)
Excellence in Operations
19 OSS is the operational support to 19 Wing in its NORAD, long 
range patrol, and search and rescue commitments. On behalf 
of the Wing Commander, the squadron controls all military and 
civilian flying in Comox through the Wing Operations Centre 
and Air Traffic Control Tower. The coordination of 19 Wing’s 
emergency and crisis response falls within the duties of 19 OSS, 
along with intelligence, communications, and technical support 
for CFB Comox.

19 Mission Support Squadron (MSS)
Support the Pack 
19 MSS provides engineering and logistical support to all 19 
Wing units and operations, being organized into several distinct 
sections, each with a specific purpose: 

Wing Transport provides ground transportation services and 
support to Wing units and operations. Responsibilities include 
construction support, FOD control, snow and ice removal, freight 
and transit, mail and ration delivery, fleet management, aircraft 
refueling, and road safety.

19 Air Maintenance Squadron (19 AMS)
Superbia et Excellentia (Pride and Excellence)
19 AMS delivers essential maintenance support to meet 
operational requirements at 19 Wing, providing quality products, 
services and workmanship through effective leadership and 
technical expertise.

Consisting of approximately 70 personnel, 19 AMS is the second-
line maintenance support to ensure mission-ready aircraft for 
407 and 442 Squadrons at home and abroad. The Squadron is 
also responsible for fleet management services of SAR aircraft. In 
addition, select support services are provided to 443 Squadron at 
Patricia Bay. 

442 Squadron 
Un Dieu, Une Reine, Un Coeur  
(One god, one queen, one heart)
The primary role of 442 Transport and Rescue Squadron is 
the provision of aviation resources in support of the Joint 
Rescue Coordination Center (JRCC) Victoria. The assigned area 
of responsibility consists of approximately 920,000 square 
kilometers of the mainly mountainous terrain of Yukon and British 
Columbia, plus 560,000 square kilometers of the Pacific Ocean 
extending to approximately 600 nautical miles offshore, including 
over 27,000 kilometers of rugged British Columbia coastline. 

During the November 2021 heavy flooding and landslide disaster 
in the Fraser Valley, 442 Squadron was crucial to the emergency 
mass evacuation effort. Deploying three CH-149 Cormorant 
helicopters, and a CC-115 Buffalo, the crews landed in gale-force 
winds and torrential rain to evacuate 311 people, 26 dogs and 
a cat. Full search and rescue crews were in the area within two 
hours of the initial distress call. For its actions, the squadron was 
recognized with the Barry Marsden Memorial Award.

Wing Supply is responsible for the 
procurement of required goods, issue of 
clothing, provision of materiel, and contract 
support to 19 Wing and other supported 
units. All clothing and materiel are managed 
for serviceability, being repaired or disposed 
of accordingly. 

Wing Food Services runs the combined 
mess to provide feeding for Wing personnel 
during regular meal hours,  
supports all flight meal requirements, and 
caters to several non-19 Wing units.

Wing Environment provides services and 
guidance to 19 Wing on environmental 
protection, as well as the care, use, and 
disposal of hazardous materials. Their 
mission is to ensure regulation compliance 
and to minimize the impact from military 
activities to a standard above that required 
by law.

Wing Traffic provides processing of 
passengers, baggage, and freight that 
originates, comes through or terminates 
at 19 Wing. Also responsible for providing 
24/7/365 materiel support for SAR 
operations. 

Wing Royal Canadian Electrical 
Mechanical Engineering (RCEME) 
provides repair and maintenance services 
on all land vehicles and equipment, aircraft 
maintenance support equipment, firearms, 
and many other forms of materiel at  
19 Wing.

191 Construction Engineering Flight 
(CEF) consists of highly skilled trades people 
in the many fields required for putting up 
buildings and infrastructure (carpentry, 
plumbing, electrical, etc). While unit 
members are frequently deployed all over 
the world in support of CAF operations and 
exercises, they are also extensively involved 
in construction projects at 19 Wing.

195 Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting (ARFF) 
provides 24/7/365 emergency response  
to 19 Wing and the military residential 
housing area. In addition, crews can 
be called upon to assist their civilian 
counterparts in neighbouring communities 
of the Comox Valley.



Air Reserve Flight 
Supports the integration and operations  
of the Air Reserve component within  
19 Wing.

Wing Comptroller  
Manages financial resources and provides 
support for budgeting, resource analysis, 
compliance, and financial administration.

Wing General Safety  
Ensures a safe working environment  
through comprehensive safety programs  
and initiatives.

Comox Air Force Museum  
Preserves and highlights the rich 
history and heritage of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force on the west 
coast of Canada.

Comox Military Family Resource Centre 
Offers a range of programs and services  
to support military families and enhance 
their quality of life.

Canadian Forces Housing Agency (CFHA) 
Canadian Forces Housing Agency (CFHA): 
Administers housing services and 
accommodations for military personnel  
and their families.

Service Income Security Insurance Plan 
(SISIP) 
Provides insurance and financial services 
tailored to the needs of military personnel.

Canadian Forces Exchange System 
(CANEX)   
Offers retail services and products to military 
personnel and their families, contributing  
to their well-being and quality of life.

Deputy Wing Commander  
Executive Staff
This team comprises the Deputy Wing 
Commander, Chief Warrant Officer, Senior 
Human Resource Manager, Human 
Resources Coordinator, and Admin and 
Financial Assistant. Together, they provide 
leadership and strategic direction to  
the branch.

Wing Personnel Administration 
Responsible for all human resources 
administration and services, this section 
manages pay and allowances, personnel 
records, taskings, and conflict resolution. 
It also oversees Central Registry and 
information management.

Wing Accommodations 
Ensures comfortable and appropriate 
housing for Wing personnel.

Wing Building Services 
Manages facilities and infrastructure  
to support operational needs.

Wing Coordinator Official Languages  
Facilitates official language services  
and compliance.

Wing Personnel Selection Office 
Handles personnel selection processes  
and procedures.

Personnel Support Program (PSP)  
Offers a wide range of services and 
amenities to enhance the well-being and 
quality of life of Wing members and their 
families. This includes messes, fitness, 
sports, recreation facilities, and special 
interest clubs.

Chaplains  
Provides multi-faith spiritual support  
and guidance to Wing personnel and  
their families. 

COMOX

A
IR FORCE MUSEU

M

The Deputy Wing Commander branch plays a pivotal role in 
providing comprehensive administration and support services to 
personnel and families affiliated with 19 Wing. With a focus on 
enhancing morale and welfare, our dedicated team ensures the well-
being of military members, Department of National Defence (DND), 
Non-Public Funds (NPF) employees, and their loved ones. We strive 
for continuous improvement and aim to exceed expectations in all 
facets of our operations.







1. RCAF Station Abbotsford
1943 − 1945
No 24 Elementary Flying Training 
School
No 5 Operational Training Unit 
Detachment

2. Naval Radio Station Aldergrove
1942 − Current
192 Construction Engineer Flight
In December 1942, the Royal Canadian 
Navy established a wireless telegraph 
broadcast station in Matsqui, BC. 
The following November, a wireless 
telegraph receiver station was 
established in Aldergrove, BC. These 
stations served to meet the regional 
needs of the RCN during WWII. 

3. RCAF Station Alliford Bay
1940 − 1945
No 6 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn
No 7 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn
No 9 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn

4. Canadian Forces Station Baldy 
Hughes
1953 − 1988
918th Aircraft Control and Warning Sqn 
(USAF) 
No 54 Aircraft Control & Warning Sqn

5. RCAF Station Beatton River
1940 − 1945
Emergency Landing strip built as part 
of the Northwest Staging Route. It was 
part of a series of airstrips, airport and 
radio ranging stations built in Alberta, 
BC, Yukon and Alaska during WWII.

6. RCAF Station Bella Bella
1938 − 1944
No 9 Sqn Bomber Reconnaissance

7. RCAF Station Boundary Bay
1940 − 1946
No 8 Elementary Flying Training School
No 14 Fighter Sqn
No 18 Elementary Flying Training 
School 
No 5 Operational Training Unit 
No 132 Fighter Sqn
No 133 Fighter Sqn

8. RCAF Station Cape Scott
1942 − 1945
WWII Air Surveillance Station
No 10 Radio Unit 

9. RCAF Station Cape St James
1943 − 1945
WWII Air Surveillance Station
No 28 Radio Unit 

10. RCAF Station Cassidy
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Aerodrome
RCAF Glider pilot training
War-time emergency airfield

11. RCAF Station Coal Harbour
1940 − 1945
No 4 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn
No 6 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn
No 120 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn 

12. CFB Comox (19 Wing)
1943 − 1945 /1952 − Present
No 6 Operational Training Unit
No 32 Transport Command Operational 
Training Unit
No 51 Aircraft Control and Warning Sqn 
407 Bomber/Maritime Patrol Sqn
409 All Weather Fighter Interceptor Sqn
414 Combat Support Sqn 
418 Search and Rescue Operational 
Training Sqn
435 Transport and Rescue Sqn
442 Transport and Rescue Sqn
VU 33 Utility Sqn
19 Air Maintenance Sqn
19 Mission Support Sqn
19 Operational Support Sqn 

13. RCAF Station Dog Creek
1942 − 1945
War-time emergency airfield 
Supplementary Aerodrome

14. RCAF Station Ferrer Point
1942 − 1945
No 11 Radio Unit

15. RCAF Station Fort Nelson
1942 − 1944
Supplementary Aerodrome
Built as part of the Northwest Staging 
Route. It was part of a series of 
airstrips, airport and radio ranging 
stations built in Alberta, BC, Yukon and 
Alaska during WWII.

16.RCAF Station Fort St John
1942 − 1944
Supplementary Aerodrome
Built as part of the Northwest Staging 
Route. It was part of a series of 
airstrips, airport and radio ranging 
stations built in Alberta, BC, Yukon and 
Alaska during WWII.

17. RCAF Station Holberg
1954 − 1991
Pinetree Radar Line, Early Warning 
and Ground Control Intercept 
501st Aircraft Control & Warning Sqn 
(USAF) 
53rd Aircraft Control & Warning  Sqn 
(USAF) 
No 53 Radar Sqn (RCAF)

18. RCAF Station Hope
1942 − 1944
Supplementary Aerodrome

19. RCAF Station Jericho Beach
1924 − 1947
No 1 Operations Sqn
No 1 Photographic Detachment
No 4 Flying Boat Sqn
No 6 Torpedo Bomber Sqn,
No 6 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn
No 3 Operational Training Unit 
No 3 Repair Depot

20. RCAF Station Jordan River
1942 − 1945
During WWII a X-1 Detachment Low-
Flying Early Warning Radar
Microwave Early Warning/Ground 
Control Intercept site was built

21. RCAF Station Kamloops
1958 − 1988
Pinetree Line Radar station
825th Aircraft Control & Warning Sqn 
(USAF) 
No 56 Aircraft Control & Warning Sqn 
(RCAF)  
RCAF Detachment Kamloops at 
Kamloops Airport  
Supplementary Aerodrome
Built as part of the Northwest Staging 
Route. It was part of a series of 
airstrips, airport and radio ranging 
stations built in Alberta, BC, Yukon, 
and Alaska during WWII. 

22. RCAF Station Langara Island
1943 − 1945
WWII Air Surveillance Station
No 26 Radar Unit

23. RCAF Station Marble Island
1943 − 1945
WWII Air Surveillance Station
No 27 Radar Unit



24. RCAF Station Massett
1943 − 1997
Land-based Air Station
No 22 Staging Unit, 1943 − 1945
Naval Radio Station, 1943 − 1968
A high-frequency direction finding 
intercept station and relay station for 
ship-to-shore communications

CFS Station Masset, 1968 − 1997
In 1971 a Wullenweber AN/FRE-10 
antenna was built as part of a larger 
shore-based HFDF system to locate and 
classify enemy ships.

CFS Leitrim Detachment Masset, 
1997 − present Equipment is 
operated remotely from Leitrim 
(Ottawa) for Signals Intelligence and 
Communications Security

25. RCAF Station Midway
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Aerodrome
War-time emergency airfield 

26. RCAF Station Oliver
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Aerodrome
War-time emergency airfield

27. RCAF Station Patricia Bay
1940 − Present
No 3 Operational Training Unit,  
No 6 Sqn, Torpedo Bomber 
No 8  Transport
No 13 Operational Training Unit,  
   Reformed as Photographic Flight 1943 
No 32 Operational Training Unit
No 111 Fighter Sqn
No 115 Fighter Sqn
No 120 Bomber Sqn
No 122 Composite Sqn
No 132 Fighter Sqn 
No 133 Fighter Sqn 
No 135 Fighter Sqn
No 149 Bomber Torpedo Sqn
No 163 Army Co-operation 
No 163 Fighter
Detachment of the Royal Norwegian 
Naval Air Force - Seaplane training 1941
No 7 Radio Unit 

28. RCAF Station Penticton
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Aerodrome
War-time emergency airfield   

29. RCAF Station Port Hardy
1942 − 1945
No 8 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn 
No 21 Staging Unit, 1944 − 1945

30. RCAF Station Prince George
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Aerodrome
Built as part of the Northwest Staging 
Route. It was part of a series of 
airstrips, airport and radio ranging 
stations built in Alberta, BC, Yukon, and 
Alaska during  WWII.
Air Transport Command, Eleventh Air 
Force, 1452nd AAF Base unit (USAF) 
1942−1945

31. RCAF Station Prince Rupert
1941 − 1945
No 7 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn

32. RCAF Station Princeton
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Aerodrome
War-time emergency airfield

33. RCAF Station Puntzi Mt
1952 − 1966
Pinetree Line radar Station
917th Aircraft Control & Warning Sqn 
(USAF), 1952 − 1962  
55th Aircraft Control & Warning Sqn 
(RCAF), 1962 − 1966  
Emergency airstrip for CF-100 Canuck 
aircraft and DeHavilland DHC-3 Otter 
aircraft assigned to support.

34. RCAF Station Quesnel
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Aerodrome
Built as part of the Northwest Staging 
Route. It was part of a series of 
airstrips, airport and radio ranging 
stations built in Alberta, BC, Yukon, and 
Alaska during  WWII.
No 13 Staging Unit

35. RCAF Station Sandspit
1944 − 1946
Supplementary Aerodrome
No 23 Staging Unit

36. RCAF Station Sea Island (YVR)
1940 − 1964
No 8 Elementary Flying Training School 
No 8 Radio Unit
No 11 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn No 
14 Fighter Sqn
No 22 Repair Depot
No 121 Composite Unit
No 123 Rescue Flight
No 132 Fighter Sqn
No 133 Fighter Sqn
No 147 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn 
No 160 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn 
No 163 Photographic 
No 166 Western Air Command 
Transport 442 Auxiliary Fighter Sqn

37. RCAF Station Smith River
1945 − 1956
RCAF Detachment operating a Radio 
Range and Met Office
Supplementary Aerodrome

38. RCAF Station Smithers
1941 − 1945
Supplementary Airport
No 17 Staging Unit
Used as a storage & maintenance 
depot, training station and refueling

39. RCAF Station Spider Island
1943 − 1945
WWII Air Surveillance Station
No 9 Radar Unit 

40. RCAF Station Telegraph Cove
1940 − 1945
No 9 Construction and Maintenance 
Unit Tasked with providing Lumber 
for building the airport in Port Hardy 
80km north.

41. RCAF Station Terrace
1942 − 1944
Opened in 1943, the station was an 
aircraft ferry station and part of the 
coastal defence network. 
No 149 Torpedo Bomber 

42. RCAF Station Tofino
1941 − 1944
No 4 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn 
No 115 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn 
No 132 Fighter Sqn
No 133 Fighter  Sqn
No 147 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn
No 33 Radio Unit − Microwave Early 
Warning/Ground Control Intercept 
Radar
No 52 Aircraft Control & Warning 
Squadron: Pinetree Line, 1955 − 
1958

43. RCAF Station University of BC 
1941 − 1945
Radio Mechanics Detachment
No 6 (U of BC) Sqn
No 4 Pre-Aircrew Educational 
Detachment

44. RCAF Station Ucluelet
1939 − 1944
Flying Boat Station
No 4 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn
No 6 Bomber Reconnaissance Sqn

45. RCAF Station Vancouver
1937 − 1946
No 6 Release Center
No 3 Repair Depot



46. RCAF Station Vanderhoof
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Airport, Emergency 
Airfield between Smithers, and 
Prince George No 14 Staging Unit

47. RCAF Station Woodcock
1942 − 1945
Supplementary Airport
Emergency Airfield between 
Smithers, and Terrace
No 15 Staging Unit



Curtiss HS−2L Flying Boat
1920 − 1928

Canadian Vickers Vedette
1925 − 1941

Armstrong Whitworth Atlas
1927 − 1942

Blackburn Shark III
1936 − 1944

Northrop Delta
1936 − 1945

Supermarine Stranraer
1937 − 1946

DeHavilland D.H. 82C Tiger Moth
1938 − 1948

Grumman G-21 Goose
1938 − 1956

Beech D185 Expeditor
1939 − 1968

North American Harvard Mk 4
1939 − 1965 

Lockheed Hudson I
1939 − 1948

Hawker Hurricane Mk IIB
1939 − 1948

Bristol Bolingbroke
1939 − 1947

Avro Anson
1940 − 1947 

Noorduyn Norseman Mk 4
1940 − 1957 

Handley Page Hampden
1941 − 1944

Cessna T-50 Crane
1941 − 1959 

Bristol Beaufort
1941 − 1944 

Consolidated Canso
1941 − 1962 

Consolidated Catalina Mk IB
1941 − 1962 

Curtiss P-40 Kitty Hawk
1941 − 1946 

Fairchild Cornell
1942 − 1945 

Lockheed Ventura
1942 − 1957

North American P-51 Mustang Mk I
1942 − 1961

North American B-25 Mitchell
1942 − 1963

Consolidated B-24 Liberator
1943 − 1948 

Douglas C-47 Dakota 
1943 − 1989

DeHavilland D.H.98 Mosquito
1943 − 1951 

Avro Lancaster Mk X
1944 − 1965 

DeHavilland D.H. 100 Vampire F Mk III
1946 − 1958

Canadair F−86 Sabre Mk VI
1950 − 1964 

Avro CF-100 Canuck
1951 − 1981

Canadair CT-133 Silverstar
1951 − 2005

DeHavilland DHC−3 Otter
1953 − 1982

Piasecki/Vertol H−21
1954 − 1972

Lockheed P2V-7 Neptune
1955 − 1969 

Grumman Tracker CP-121
1956 − 1990 

Canadair CP-107 Argus
1957 − 1982

Grumman SA-16A Albratross
1960 − 1970 

Lockheed CC-130 Hercules
1961 − Present

McDonnell CF-101B Voodoo
1961 − 1987 

Boeing Vertol CH-113/ 
113A Labrador
1963 − 2003

Sikorsky CH-124 Sea King
1963 − 2018

DeHavilland CC-115 Buffalo
1967 − 2022

Lockheed CP−140 Aurora
1980 − Present

Augusta Westland
CH−149 Cormorant
2000 − Present

Sikorsky CH-148 Cyclone
2020 − Present

Airbus CC−295 Kingfisher
2020 − Present

Aircraft flown by the RCAF in British Columbia

Curtiss HS−2L Flying Boat
1920 − 1928 
CANAV Books/Ron E. Lowry

Airbus CC−295 Kingfisher
2020 − Present 
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