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Preface

This book was written as part of the celebration of the Comox Air Force Museum’s
Thirtieth Anniversary. As I reflected on the structure and contents of the book,
I realised I had to identify the audience. This is not a fully footnoted historical
analysis intended for scholars, neither is it a compendium of daily notes and
activities over the past 30 years. Rather, it seeks to tell our story, how we got here,
and to capture it before it is too late. The audience, therefore, are those that value
Canada’s military aviation history and work towards its preservation and celebration.
In other words, the audience is us.
If one agrees that the study of history is seeking to understand the results of human
activity, as revealed by written records, then one starts with the records. CAFM
Executive Committee and Comox Valley Air Force Museum Association records
were a gold mine. The facts and figures contained within those records were brought
to life through many hours of reflection, questions and discussions with museum
volunteers and staff. This book seeks to capture the efforts of hundreds of people,
over more than 30 years, but there are a few people that were particularly helpful:
Nancy Greene (first Curator), Capt John Low (Museum Director), Dave O’Malley
(VWOC) David Blamire (AFIS) and, first, last and always, CAFM volunteers such
as Mike Hendren, Mike Spooner, Allison Hetman, Terry Chester, Mike Forbes,
Val Wilson and Carol Popkin.
Although this book can quite rightly be considered a team effort, any errors within
this text are the responsibility of the author.

Colonel (Ret) Jon Ambler OMM, CD
August 2017

Dedication

The Comox Air Force Museum celebrates the skill, dedication, bravery, courage and
sacrifice of Canada’s sons and daughters who have fought to defend Canada through
the application of air power. Their heroic legacy has been preserved and celebrated
by the tireless efforts of countless volunteers over the past 30 years. This book,
therefore, is dedicated to both groups.
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INTRODUCTION
Comox Air Force Museum

Base History

The Comox Air Force Museum (CAFM) is an
accredited Department of National Defence/
Royal Canadian Air Force Museum. As such
it is an independent, self-financed Non-Public
Fund activity. It operates in accordance with
policy and orders promulgated by the Chief
of the Defence Staff, as written in the National
Defence Act. It is a member in good standing
of the Organization of Military Museums of
Canada, an organization within which CAFM
staff and volunteers actively participate.
The assigned Mission of CAFM follows:

RCAF Station Comox was officially formed
on 1 May 1943, although construction had
commenced in 1942. The Station was to
be home to the Royal Air Force’s No. 32
Transport Command Operational Training
Unit (OTU). In the summer of 1944,
however, it was reorganised and renamed
No. 6 OTU RCAF. In other words, Comox
was built to train aircrew to fly multi-engine
aircraft: Ansons, Expeditors and Dakotas.
The Station was closed in 1946, shortly after
the end of World War Two.

“To collect, preserve, interpret and exhibit artifacts
relating to CFB Comox, its squadrons and units.”

The CAFM is located in Building 11, at the
front gate of 19 Wing Comox, on Vancouver
Island. It also operates a Heritage Air Park,
several hundred metres away, complete with
an aircraft collection and heritage vehicle
collection. The Museum consists of a Main
Gallery with permanent displays, Reference
Library, Gift Shop, Heritage Air Park, aircraft
collection, vehicle collection, aviation art
collection, archives, and workshops. Open
to the public six days a week, it welcomes
approximately 11,000 visitors a year, from
countries all over the world. Feedback is almost
universally positive, with comments such as
“the best Air Force museum I have ever visited”
being typical.
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As the Cold War began to develop it
became clear that a military airfield in
central Vancouver Island was necessary,
and Comox was reopened in 1952. The first
Comox squadron was 407 (Long Range
Patrol) Squadron established to conduct
maritime patrol. 409 (Fighter) Squadron was
established in 1954 to conduct the air defence
mission, departing in 1984 with the end
of the Voodoo. 121 Composite Unit, tasked
with search and rescue, arrived in Comox
in 1964, and was re-designated in 1966
as 442 (Transport and Rescue) Squadron.
Other units came and went: Utility Squadron
VU-33 served in Comox 1974 – 1992 and
414 (Combat Support) Squadron from
1992 – 2002.
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At the very front gate of the Station was
Building 11, one of the very first buildings
constructed in 1942. A large building with
room for offices and washrooms etc., it also
contained a large open space suitable for
a briefing room or theatre. Its location at
the front gate placed it “outside the wire”;
in other words it was accessible to the general
public. Over the years a wide variety of
functions would be conducted within Building
11: Bank, Barber Shop, Station Briefing Room,
Chapel, Station Movie Theatre, Post Office,
Totem Times, Vehicle Safety, Gymnasium,

and the Air Reserve Augmentation Flight
(ARAF). In 1986 Building 11 became the
home of the Air Force Indoctrination School
(AFIS). In time, it would become the home
of the Comox Air Force Museum.
The CAFM celebrated 30 years of operation
as an accredited museum in September
2017. The CAFM is truly a “labour of
love”. The creation of the Museum, its
development, its problems and its successes
make a wonderful story, one worth hearing.
This book tells our story.

Comox Air Force Museum circa 1988.
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2
FORMATION (1987–1997)
A museum is a non-profit, permanent
institution in the service of society and
its development, open to the public,
which acquires, conserves, researches,
communicates and exhibits the tangible
and intangible heritage of humanity and its
environment for the purposes of education,
study and enjoyment.

True, but how does a museum actually come
about? There is a variety of possibilities: a rich
benefactor can create one, a private collection
can become a public one, or a government
can create one. Some, however, can be created
by a handful of people from “grass-roots”.
Regardless, any museum needs a collection of
historical items and artifacts, a place to display
them and some people to interpret them to the
public. How did the CAFM come about?
The CAFM was created from grass-roots by a
small group of like-minded individuals; central
among them were the staff of the Air Force
Indoctrination School. They shared common
values about the importance of Air Force
history. They had an official and personal duty
to recognise and remember the skill, bravery
and courage of Canada’s sons and daughters
who had defended our home, through the
application of air power, over the past century.
They did not seek to glorify war, nor castigate
the defeated; rather they sought to ensure it
was remembered, the cost understood and
the sacrifices lamented. Their efforts were
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recognised, approved and supported, where
possible, by the military chain of command.
In truth, without that approval nothing would
have happened.

One of those heritage-minded individuals
was Lieutenant-Colonel Syd Burrows.
He commanded 442 Transport and Rescue
Squadron from June 1978 until September
1979, and was the Base Operations Officer
until 1982. It was while serving in Comox that
he started to put away items that he considered
of historical interest, with the long-term dream
of creating a museum. The storage room in
Building 22 was titled “The Blue Room”.
He also made the original application to
NDHQ to open a museum in Comox.
Role of AFIS
The creation of the unified Canadian Forces
(CF) in 1968, and the end of the RCAF,
RCN and Canadian Army, created issues
and challenges that took over two decades
to resolve. Not least of these was the loss
of our proud RCAF heritage and the absence
of an “air power identity”.

The CF was initially organised into
environmental” commands: Air Defence
Command, Air Transport Command, Mobile
Command, Maritime Command and Training
Command. Air units, at the squadron level,
were simply divided amongst the Commands.
The need for a single over–arching authority
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responsible for the creation and application of
air power was soon recognized. In 1975, some
commands were dissolved and all air units were
placed under a new environmental command,
Air Command, tasked to generate and provide
air power to Mobile and Maritime Commands.
The Air Force Indoctrination School (AFIS)
was subsequently created in support of
Air Command. AFIS opened its doors at
CFB Comox in 1980, originally operating
in Building 22, and moving to Building 11
in March 1986. The purpose of AFIS was
to provide professional development of air
element officers and senior NCOs by teaching
three distinct but mutually supporting
elements:
1. The history and traditions of Canadian
military aviation

2. The evolution and development of air power
concepts and associated technologies
3. The organisation and functions of an Air
Command Base.

Throughout the ten-day course, students
learned through a series of classroom
presentations, consisting of prepared lectures
from AFIS staff, films and slide shows.
Evening activities included research as well
as Mess activities.

The course was enriched by guest speakers,
both active and retired. Retired Air Force
leaders were able to recount the facts of their
duties at the same time that they inspired
young officers through their example of
courage, devotion to duty and skill. Many
famous veterans spoke to AFIS: RCAF flying
boat pioneer Harry Bryant, Spitfire pilots
4

Stocky Edwards and Duke Warren, Bomber
Command Pathfinder Hamish Mahaddie,
Grant Nichols who flew Sabres in Korea
and was subsequently the Comox Base
Commander, and others. Perhaps the most
famous was Air Commodore L.J. Birchall,
CM, OBE, DFC, O.Ont, CD, known as the
“Saviour of Ceylon”.

The importance of the AFIS in the creation of
CAFM cannot be over-stated. The leadership
and staff of the School actively engaged in
preserving and disseminating RCAF history
as part of their daily duties. They quickly
realised that a museum dedicated to telling
the Air Force’s story was needed, not just for
their students, but for Base personnel and
COMOX AIR FORCE MUSEUM

the general public. As the CAFM came to
life, it was AFIS personnel, led by Major Don
Thain (Commandant AFIS 1986-1988), which
took their lead from the Curator, championed
the project, and rolled up their sleeves and
created the Museum. Captain Blamire was
another AFIS staff member who had put aside
numerous items, with the hope of creating
a museum. He travelled to Victoria and took
courses and workshops in museum subjects.
Finally, by taking out memberships in the
Canadian Museum Association (CMA) and
the Organization of Military Museums of
Canada (OMMC) they ensured that a body
of knowledge on museum matters was
created in Comox. At the same time these
memberships created key linkages with other
museums and experts.
Accreditation
By 1987, the key ingredients of a museum
had now been assembled; people with a love
and respect for our Air Force heritage occupied
a building with ample space to display the
artefacts carefully assembled by another, and
a Curator had been hired in 1986. In order
to be “accredited”, formal application was made
through the chain of command to National
Defence Headquarters. This was followed
by an inspection visit to confirm that a
professional standard of operation had been
achieved. The Official Opening of the Comox
Air Force Museum occurred on 12 September
1987: the Comox Air Force Museum was born.
The official ribbon cutting and reception was
attended by the BC’s Lieutenant Governor
Robert Rogers and the Base Commander,
Colonel Ted Gibbon.
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The Comox Air Force Museum (CAFM) is
a military museum; as such it is created and
operated in accordance with orders and
instructions from higher headquarters. These
orders are named “Canadian Forces Museums
– Operations and Administration” and they
confirm that DND museums are legal entities.
It formally states the role of CF museums:
“The role of Canadian Forces (CF) museums is
to preserve and interpret Canadian military
heritage in order to increase the sense of identity
and esprit de corps within the CF and to support
the roles of the Department of National Defence”.
The orders also assigned the Comox Air Force
Museum its mission:
“To collect, preserve, interpret and exhibit
artifacts relating to CFB Comox, its squadrons
and units.”
The Comox Air Force Museum now had its
marching orders: collect, preserve, interpret
and exhibit. These action verbs would be the
foundation of the museums’ organisation,
and it confirmed the scope and scale of the
museum’s remit. Furthermore, it is difficult to
effectively discuss the historical application of
air power if one is limited to a single location.
Therefore, the Museum gradually expanded
its displays to provide the necessary historical
context, the big picture, within which
CFB Comox and its squadrons and units
operated. This context also drew in operations
throughout the West Coast; gradually, and
naturally, the CAFM became the museum
celebrating Canada’s West Coast military
aviation history.
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The CAFM mission now read:

“To collect, preserve, interpret and exhibit
artifacts relating to CFB Comox, its squadrons
and other units.”
Over the coming years, the original mission
would grow to become:

“To acquire, preserve, protect, display and interpret
those artifacts and documents which best serve
to celebrate the heritage of Canadian West Coast
Military Aviation, specifically that of 19 Wing
and resident Squadrons, past and present.”
But we are getting ahead of ourselves;
to understand the path to accreditation
we must now retrace our steps a bit.
The First Curator
While there was a keen interest in starting a
museum, it was not a task that members of
AFIS could undertake, so in 1985 a curator
with some experience would have to be found.
Local museums were notified and Courtenay
and District Museum Director Deborah
Griffiths recommended a possible candidate,
Nancy Greene. Nancy had worked with her at
the museum, had a strong interest in museum
work, and had taken post-secondary courses in
Cultural Resource Management. These courses
gave her an understanding of the historical
value of artifacts and the conservation and
management of museum collections.
Nancy A. Greene was part of a military family
(her Father was a dentist) who lived in Ottawa
and Winnipeg as well as at front line fighter
stations: RAF North Luffenham, UK and
RCAF Grostenquin, France. Here she saw
family friendships blossom with the Stocky
6

The Museum officially opened by Col. Ted Gibbon,
Base Commander, and Nancy Greene, Museum
Curator, September 1987.

Edwards and the Duke Warrens, among others.
Notwithstanding being a “PMQ brat”, she was
never a military person; most often she lived
a civilian life off-base.
Stocky Edwards and Duke Warren had been
great supporters of AFIS and were naturally
keen to see a Comox Air Force Museum
created. They sought out Nancy and convinced
her that there was a job to be done and that
she was the right one to do it. She met with
Major Don Thain, then Commandant of
AFIS, and he “contracted” her as the very
first Curator. Furthermore, there was no
precedent for such a position. There was no
job description, no formal wage scale, in fact
no income to pay wages; all she got was the
broadest of mandates: create the Comox Air
Force Museum. The Museum would have
to be useful and inspirational to military
personnel as well as being relevant, attractive
and informative to the general public.
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It is important at this point to reflect on
the context of the 1980s. It had been over
40 years since the end of World War Two,
and a museum focussed just on that war
would have too narrow an appeal. The Cold
War had been going for over 30 years, and
nobody in 1987 realised that it would be over
in just four years. That said, secrecy was the
order of the day for years and it had become
ingrained in the Canadian Forces’ culture.
This was necessary, but the downside was
that a gulf had been created between military
personnel and the Canadian citizenry at large.
What went on within CFB Comox was a
world apart, essentially a forbidden space. On
the other hand, what went on within CFB
Comox was very interesting. In order to create
an interesting and relevant museum, while
preserving security, a concept of operations had
to be created. Finally, it was formally decided
in May 1987 that the Museum had to be
accessible on a regular basis, without charge,
to military personnel, dependants and the
public. The CAFM would not charge an
admission; rather it was to be run on donations.

A newly formed Museum Committee,
comprised of the Curator and an eager group of
volunteers drawn from both military personnel
and public citizens, sought to create the theme.
Nancy Greene brought a fresh perspective: she
recognised the general public’s interest in all
things related to aviation. In order to increase
the attractiveness of the museum, she ensured
that the museum would be a place to learn
about fundamentals of aviation, aerodynamics,
aircraft structures, aircraft engines, navigation,
communication, Air Traffic Control, aerodrome
layout, ejection seats, meteorology etc.
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Other areas of interest included the general
development of aviation within Canada, and
the shared history between CFB Comox and
the Comox Valley. In particular, the Base’s
Search and Rescue mission provided a wellknown and easily understood example of Air
Force activity.

The other core elements of the Museum such
as a Gift Shop, an Air Park and a Library were
also created. Modern museum concepts which
Nancy proposed to the Museum Committee
included interactive displays, temporary as
well as permanent exhibits, a lecture series, an
aviation art collection and eventually school
programs. She was active in developing both
the vision for the museum and the constitution,
which formed the foundation of an active,
living museum. All this was great, but one
cannot be the “museum of everything”; she had
to create the balance between focussed military
aviation and aviation history and other subjects
in general.
Displays
At the very outset there were several key
elements that had to be included in the
Museum. It was readily decided that the
general theme would be the history of military
aviation on the West Coast. This would include
the history of those Squadrons currently based
at Comox as well as their current operations,
both domestic, SAR etc and deployed, such as
peacekeeping; it would also include the history
of the Base per se.
Museums are the repository of artifacts
displayed to reflect history, and each of the
Comox Squadrons (407, 409, 442 and VU-33)
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time, the centre of the Main Gallery.
The Curator and Committee Members
began canvassing local businesses looking for
sponsorship of this project. They met Mr. Bruce
McPhee, who owned Central Builders, and he
agreed to pay for the project with one proviso:
the diorama had to recognise his brother
Noel, an RCAF bomber pilot killed during
the Second World War. The diorama was
completed in 1990.

Earlier we learned that Nancy Greene had
been “contracted” as Curator, but without an
World War Two display, circa 1990.
identified resource stream to pay her. Sources
of income were now identified. It was decided
had their own collection of artifacts big and
that a Gift Shop was an integral part of a
small, including paperwork, photographs,
“museum experience” and that profits from it
memorabilia etc. There were certainly enough
would contribute to her pay. Air Shows also
bits and pieces to start a display on the history
of those four Squadrons. During the construction created funds, some of which could be applied
of the permanent displays 407 provided an Argus to her wages. British Columbia enables worthy
causes to receive funds from bingos, and this
engine, 409 had an Orenda engine, a Genie
became an important and steady source of
rocket and a set of Voodoo ejection seats,
revenue. Other ideas such as charging for guest
442 had a variety of SAR equipment and
lectures were explored. That said, funding for
VU-33 provided a set of Tracker weapons.
staff would be an issue throughout the life of
The Squadrons also had obsolete aircraft
the Museum.
that were ready to become artifacts and
Notwithstanding the lack of money, the
could be displayed in the Air Park. Initially,
Museum Committee sought to support Nancy
each Squadron was responsible for care and
in other areas. She was made a member of
maintenance of its respective aircraft, but that
process faltered fairly quickly. Incredibly, despite the Officers Mess, attended Section Head
being non-military and non DND, Nancy
meetings, attended AFIS lectures, and was
Greene became the Distributed Account holder allowed to visit other aviation museums. Flights
for all the aircraft! The creation of the Air Park
on Comox aircraft such as the Tracker, Buffalo
is covered in detail in Chapter 5.
and Labrador enabled her to experience the
reality of Air Force life first-hand. Nancy
Even before there was a formal museum,
also took advantage of specialist educational
AFIS staff and others were creating one to
opportunities offered by the CMA, OMMC
support the AFIS program. One idea was to
and the British Columbia Museum Association
create an airfield diorama showing Station
Comox circa 1955. The diorama would form, in (BCMA). This new knowledge enabled her
8
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to understand and implement collections
management practices and conservation
techniques, which meet national standards,
and are essential to the long term care of
CAFM artifacts.

A mere 30 years ago, in the absence of the
everyday use of computers, we may imagine
the task of assembling detailed histories and
corresponding artifact collections that were
required to put the Museum in motion.
The Curator created an extensive filing system
as all the elements of managing a museum
were gradually learned and implemented. This
included the organization of a collections
management process, which includes all the
steps taken from establishment of policy,
acquisition of an artifact, identification,
preservation, storage, display and disposal.
Not being a DND employee turned out to
be rather liberating; in the absence of money
she was expected to innovate, and she learned
it was always easier to get forgiveness than
permission! Rewiring for the display areas, for
instance, was not possible through the existing
walls or the extraordinarily high ceiling. With
the help of some innovative thinking and
behind the scenes support, it was accomplished
by creating a grid of electrical sockets counter
sunk into the vast expanse of the flooring.
On the other hand, the installation of the heavy
aircraft engines, as well as the suspension of
an aircraft canopy from the ceiling above the
display of the Voodoo ejection seat, raised
other questions and challenges. Could the
existing floor hold the immense weight of these
engines, and was the ceiling built to handle
the stress load of hanging such a heavy object?
OUR STORY

With the possibility of extensive structural
work very limited under the circumstances, the
logistics and execution of these feats were the
result of the right people at the right time, as
well as the inspired effort to make it happen.
Out of these many daily challenges emerged
a small workforce of keen and dedicated
volunteers, many from AFIS staff, Squadrons
and spouses; it was the beginning of a tradition
of volunteering that became central to the
success of the CAFM for years to come.
The centre of gravity of any museum is its
gallery and the large space that had once
housed the theatre seating became the CAFM
Main Gallery. Visitors entering or leaving the
Main Gallery must pass through a Reception
Area where museum staff, paid and volunteers
alike, could greet visitors, offer guidance, answer
questions and seek their feedback. Museum
visitors often want to purchase souvenirs, and
this has been found to be a key part of the
“museum experience”. Therefore, a Gift Shop
was created in the Reception Area and it sold
aviation-related souvenirs. The Library was
located upstairs, to be readily available to
AFIS staff and students.
Before any of the large artifacts could be
installed in the Main Gallery, however, a plan
for the Museum interior had to be drawn up.
The question was: How could all the history
of the Base and the various Squadrons, and
an overarching historical big picture, be
shown in one big room… without it being a
jumble? The layout of a few modern museums
could provide some examples, but military
museums in general were often small and
not designed on a scale that covered such a
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broad history. The model would have to
come from contemporary public museums
and the displays would have to be attractive
and understandable not only to military
personnel to whom the military world
is familiar, but also to the general public
to whom the trappings of military service
may be mysterious at best… and possibly
even threatening.

It took some serious consideration because
Canadian Forces culture, with its unique
ranks, duties and protocols, regalia and areas
of service, was a world apart to the average
Canadian. And in this case, among the many
and varied artifacts representing Air Force
history there are historical artifacts, such
as fighter jets and the Genie rocket, which
clearly represent sophisticated weapons
of defence and war. To those in military
service this is a fact of life and one well
accepted, but to those in the community
right outside the Base gate, it is a reality
that confronts the spectre of war, a sensitive
and often uncomfortable subject for the
general public. To be successful, the content
and the presentation of the history and
the artifacts would have to bridge these
two worlds….familiar and meaningful to
one, while uncomfortable yet interesting
to the other. The Curator discussed these
concerns initially with Major Thain who
agreed that a way might be found with an
emphasis on simplicity and common ground,
while remaining true to historical accuracy.
General interest in science and technology,
along with dynamic and interactive displays,
were considered important in the overall
plan. The new Science Centre in Vancouver
10

was becoming very popular at the time and
modern museums were displaying artifacts
in open settings where people could walk
around them. People were also becoming
interested in how things worked and would, for
instance, be interested in knowing more about
how pilots were ejected from a fast-moving
aircraft in an emergency, the sophisticated
equipment and role of SAR Techs, navigation
techniques and the actual size and mechanics
of huge aircraft engines. The greater interest
in aviation, from the humble beginnings of
the flight of the Silver Dart to the spectacular
aeronautic demonstrations of the CF-18 and
the Snowbirds, along with all the advances of
technological along the way, assured plenty
of common ground for interesting displays,
lectures, and school programs.
Now, with a general plan in mind and modern
museum concepts to work with, displays had
to be created. A Mr. Brian Banks was the
CFB Comox Graphic Artist. He welcomed
the opportunity to work with the Curator
and to bring his considerable artistic training
and talents to the design and construction of
displays for the Museum, setting aside most
of his sign painting for the time being. In
the early stages, he worked closely with the
Curator to consider how to create a museum
atmosphere from the large and hollow
gymnasium space without great expense. Based
on his design advice it was decided to “lower”
the ceiling by painting it black concealing
a “multitude of sins” and paint the walls and
future partitions in a dusty deep blue which
would, with some low lighting, give the room
a background colour to offset displays and
reflect the blues of the Air Force.
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The plan for the Main Gallery and permanent
displays followed; areas of the room were
sectioned off and standing panels constructed
and positioned to outline all the major display
areas and those for each Squadron. A course
of panelling was constructed to form an entry
hall: guiding visitors into the Museum and
introducing a sequence of displays on Air
Force history and the history of CFB Comox.
Other permanent display areas were dedicated
in a similar fashion, distinguishing each with
colourful graphic designs and lettering to
represent the history. Accompanying panels of
text were researched and, along with blown up
photographs from the collection, were mounted
along the walls and inside display cases. Some
cases were kindly donated and many were
modified for use or constructed by volunteers.
Appropriate artifacts were drawn from the
growing collection by the Curator and the
displays were planned and designed. Design
elements were added by Brian Banks whose
experience in art and display lent much to the
presentation. The story line for the permanent
displays was co-ordinated throughout the
museum with signage and a continuous banner
running from one display area to the next,
guiding the visitor through the museum back
to the entrance where a lectern with paper and
pen awaited their comments. Before leaving the
Museum, a temporary exhibit area had been set
aside for special event exhibits.
The vast majority of the artifacts came from
two distinct sources: the Canadian Forces and
the general public. The CF has an ongoing
program of identifying pieces of military
equipment as they become obsolete and leave
OUR STORY

the world of operations. This disposals program
includes the option of declaring some of them
as “artifacts” and turning them over to CF
museums. They are still Public Property and
museum staff are accountable for their care and
control. These artifacts can include aircraft
and vehicles, weapons of all types, mechanical
equipment, uniforms etc. The Comox Valley
is rich in service veterans, some counts go as
high as 3,000. As a result, there has been a
steady stream of uniforms, artifacts, documents,
photographs, medals and memorabilia donated
to the CAFM over the years. All of this
material becomes Non Public Property.
For example, a large donation was made by
Mrs D. Brewster, widow of Raymond Brewster.
He had served as a Wireless Air Gunner in the
RAF throughout the war. The donation
included his personal papers, medals and
a roundel cut from a shot-down Italian fighter.
A third, albeit minor source of artifacts, are
other museums. For example, in 1991 the
Canadian War Museum generously placed a
Japanese Fire Balloon on long-term loan with
the CAFM.
Building 11 now had a large central area that
was filling with artifacts, and had an ATC
diorama; but the Curator wanted an event, or
series of events, that would draw in the public.
Air combat is unique in that it occurs in three
dimensions at high speeds and the battles
are often over in minutes, if not seconds. As
a result, other than single-focus gun camera
films, air combat is not captured on film, as
is naval and land combat. To fill in that void
artists have created paintings that capture
the essence of air combat, a huge collection
11

of which resides in the Canadian War
Museum (CWM). Nancy Greene contracted
with CWM to provide exhibits of selected
collections as a key attraction to the CAFM.
Two military aviation art shows were
planned and exhibited in the Temporary
Exhibit Gallery, accompanied by a formal
wine and cheese reception on opening
night. Original posters advertising the
events were created by artist Brian Banks
and distributed around the Comox Valley,
one featuring a drawing of famed fighter
ace Stocky Edwards’ Spitfire. Many local
guests attended and enjoyed the presentation
of treasured “War Art” which was seldom
exhibited. It was a rare opportunity for the
public to view the art works of celebrated
Group of Seven artists who, during the war
years, had been hired to document Canadian
war efforts. The precious cargo was flown
in on a Hercules from Ottawa and special
security measures were put in place for the
event. Music from the era was played in the
background, which became a museum theme
for years to come. 19 Wing had not hosted
such a prestigious art event before… and it
was a hit.

These shows, along with an historical exhibit
on the beginnings of military flight drawn
from the artifacts and photographs in the
new collection, provided funding for the new
museum. Donations to the new Air Traffic
Control Tower donation box in the reception
area were welcome! Nancy and volunteers
later created a travelling museum display for
the annual Air Show accompanied by a small
mobile Museum Gift Shop. Visitors to the
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Air Show asked lots of questions… and bought
lots of memorabilia.

With the public interest in aviation, a Lecture
Series was initiated which featured talks given
in the adjacent 75 seat AFIS theatre. An evening
presentation with Jim Spillsbury, author
of Spillsbury’s Coast, a book on early B.C.
coastal aviation, was well attended and
a special presentation by one of Canada’s
foremost astronauts of the time, Marc Garneau,
was attended by both parents and children
alike. Many visitors took home books,
memorabilia and autographs. These first lectures
demonstrated the potential of this venue to offer
a variety of interesting stories and lectures
to the broader community on almost any aspect
of flight including Canada’s involvement in
space exploration.

As Curator, Nancy was eager to establish the
full range of activities that the Museum could
embrace on an ongoing basis year round. To
that end she was organizing contingents of
volunteers to aid in the everyday activities of
accessioning and labeling artifacts, working in
the archives or training to become docents for
the Museum tours in the busy summer season.
Summer students were added to the staff each
summer through regular annual grants and they
contributed lively energy and enthusiasm for
new projects and displays. The Curator was at
the hub of museum activity, working with Brian
Banks on graphics and displays, John Logan
in the Gift Shop, the Museum Committee on
general procedures, and leading volunteers on the
ever-present work on artifacts and storage and
with students for exhibits, special events and the
Air Show.
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Creation of the Library
One will recall that the AFIS was a huge factor
in the creation of the CAFM, earlier AFIS had
created its own library. Over the years, staff,
students and visitors had contributed books
to create a small but useful aviation-focussed
reference library. These books were shelved
upstairs, and were to become the first seeds of
the Library.
Mister Geoffrey Rowe was an avid collector
of things related to military aviation, among
other passions. He was born in Suffolk,
England in 1939, which is close to where his
father worked at the Air Ministry Research
Establishment. Naturally, the Rowe family was
very “air-minded” and Geoff grew up with a
deep and abiding interest in all matters relating
to aviation. Following emigration to Canada he
was educated at Ashbury College in Ottawa.
He was employed by a legal firm specialising in
patent law, where his skills in graphical display
were vital to success. He also became a highly
skilled model maker.
Sadly, he passed away suddenly of a heart
attack in Victoria, during the summer of 1994.
His extensive collection of aviation related
books and artifacts was originally offered to the
Canadian Aviation Historical Society but they
wanted the Rowe family to pay for all shipping
costs associated with moving the collection to
Ottawa. The family then contacted the Comox
Air Force Museum and the collection was
subsequently donated, with the intention
that it form part of a reference library and be
open to the military and civilian community.
The collection included hundreds of artifacts,
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2,300 books and 5,000
magazines. The collection
was appraised at
approximately $100,000
and the National Aviation
Museum showed interest
in borrowing some of
the artifacts. One poster
dating from 1898 was
loaned to them and toured
with their exhibition
for two years. The Rowe
Collection was formally
dedicated on 16 May 1995 in a ceremony
officiated by Brigadier-General Horseman,
then Commander Maritime Air Group,
with Geoff ’s parents present, George
and Martha Rowe.
CAFM staff made numerous weekend trips
to Victoria to pack up and bring back the
collection. The cataloguing and organisation
of what was essentially an instant library was
a daunting task. All the effort aside, the CAFM
now included a 3,000 book aviation reference
library. These books now dominated the
upstairs spaces in Building 11. These upstairs
spaces, fortunately for CAFM, became fully
available when the CF decided in 1996 to close
AFIS in Comox and move it to Winnipeg.
In 1998, Mrs Allison Hetman joined
the CAFM team as a volunteer. Her
previous experience as the Secretary to the
Commandant of AFIS was of great value, as
was her extensive Public Service in DND.
She became the CAFM Librarian.
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End of the Era
Promotion of the new Museum was ongoing
in the first three years through various media,
talks and events. Totem Times, located with
the Museum right next door, published
regular stories on the newest developments
in the museum, as did local newspapers.
A feature article on the War Art exhibits was
also carried on CBC radio in an interview
with the Curator. In addition, local museums
in Courtenay and Cumberland teamed up
with CAFM to produce a local museums
brochure to coordinate promotion of the
three museums to tourists and locals alike.
Of course, all of this really required a fulltime curator. Eventually, however, a change
in personnel saw full time operation shift to
a period from May to October. The Curator’s
position also officially became part-time.
Nevertheless, the scope of the museum had
been established and the range of activities
explored within the mandate and the
constitution. Nancy worked on providing a
working Operations Manual to guide dayto-day operations before she departed her
post in 1989.
The next curator to take up the baton was
Mrs. Elizabeth Bennett; her husband was
then the Commanding Officer of 407
Squadron. She served as Curator from
Aug 1989 until May 1990. Following
Mrs. Bennett was Mr. Ron Jensen, a retired
Major, who worked as the Curator from May
1990 until March 1991. Although he really
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enjoyed the work, he found that the pay was not
commensurate with the level of effort required
and the scope of responsibilities associated
with the position. He was replaced by Mr. John
Logan, a retired Captain, in June of 1991,
the position sometimes referred to as either
the Curator or the Museum coordinator,
which he held until July 1993. Of note, his
wife Eleanor ran the Gift Shop as a volunteer.
Mr. Logan’s reason for retiring was lack of
financial compensation. The next Curator
was Mr. Corky Hansen, a retired Air Force
Captain. He had previously served as the Chief
Instructor at AFIS and as Vice-Chair of the
Museum Executive Committee. He served
from September 1993 until January 1999.
Once again, his wife Shirley ran the Gift
Shop as a volunteer.
During the early years of the CAFM it was
only open to the public on weekends. This
reduced the opportunities for the public to
visit, and naturally reduced the amount of
money donated. Throughout this period there
was also a persistent problem with finding
resources to pay a Curator appropriately.
Wages were derived from the bingo funds, and
they were never sufficient. Furthermore, Gift
Shop operations were only possible through
the efforts of volunteers. The ability to earn
donations and the two personnel issues, which
themselves were resource-based issues, were the
key sustainability concerns of the CAFM.
They would have to be addressed.
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CONSOLIDATION (1998 – 2003)
The CAFM had now been operating as
an accredited museum for over ten years:
attractive displays had been created and
installed, work had commenced on building
an Air Park, and a Gift Shop was operating.
The public could visit the Museum, but the
hours of operation were limited. Volunteers
were important to Museum operations, but
staffing remained a problem, exacerbated by
the loss of AFIS. At the same time, Museum
stocks of artifacts were increasing, and so
were the visitor numbers; the Museum
needed more space. During the next phase
of the Museum’s history two issues would
need to be resolved: firstly, personnel, and
how to pay them, and secondly, how to
increase display space and library space.

In 1999, the BC Gaming Commission,
which is responsible for managing legal
gambling in BC and distributing proceeds to
non-profit organizations, decreed that such
Gaming Funds shall not be given to agencies
of the federal government. The CAFM is
a DND entity, so Gaming Funds dried up
overnight; it was time to create a supporting
organization outside of the DND.
The CF orders that cover museum
operations had already provided guidance
for organisations to serve as “friends of the
museum”, specifically:
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“Each museum is encouraged to form a cooperating
association of friends of the museum. A cooperating
association is a non-DND civilian organization,
not part of the CF, not governed by the National
Defence Act. Therefore, cooperating associations
may apply for incorporation under federal or
provincial regulations.”

Earlier it was confirmed that the CAFM
was a legal DND entity; as such it is very
constrained in the use of Public Funds and
Non Public Funds. Now the requirement to
be a non-profit in order to receive Gaming
Funds made the formation of a supporting
organisation imperative. In 1999, Major Joel
Clarkston applied to the BC Ministry of
Finance to form a non-profit in accordance
with the BC Society Act. It was decided that
the term “Comox Valley” would be a more
inclusive name, and would avoid confusion
with “Comox” in CAFM. As a result, on
9 September 1999, the Comox Valley Air
Force Museum Association (CVAFMA) was
chartered by the BC Registrar of Companies.
The first Association Board consisted of the
following volunteers: President Mike Spooner,
Vice-President Harlin Price, Treasurer Gary
Woodroffe, Secretary Mike Hendren, Director/
Volunteer Coordinator Murray Smith. In
addition, the Board sat two Observers: Joel
Clarkston and Bob Richter. The names of all
these men reverberate throughout the history
of CAFM.
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The three stated purposes of the CVAFMA
follow:
1. To support a public museum representing the
history of personnel, equipment and facilities
relating to military and civil aviation on
Canada’s West Coast;
2. To foster awareness of the museum
throughout the local community; and

3. To obtain and effectively manage the
financial resources, personnel, real and
personal property and equipment necessary
for Association support of such a museum.

The Association, therefore, took on
responsibility for fund-raising to support the
CAFM as well as advertising it. Furthermore,
it became the organisation to which all
volunteers must belong. This membership
distinguished the volunteers from the general
public, important for such things as liability.
Finally, DND and CF regulations restrict the
use of Public Funds and Non Public Funds to
specified listed activities; all outside that list are
forbidden. The Association, on the other hand,
would raise funds which can be used for all
manner of support to the CAFM
and the team of volunteers that the Board
deemed appropriate.
The Association’s fund-raising efforts were
initially focussed on two areas: the donations
made by visitors and applying for Gaming
Funds. The decision to ask for a donation as
opposed to charging admission had been made
earlier, and it persisted. The Association would
now receive the donated money and would use
it to support CAFM. An agreed portion of the
money would be given directly to the CAFM
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where it would become Non Public Funds
and used as decided by the Museum Director.
The remainder of the funds would be used to
pay for those activities that would otherwise
be prohibited. For example, funding volunteer
recognition events.
Bob Richter
A long-serving Long Range Patrol navigator,
Bob’s final tour of Air Force duty was on the
staff of AFIS. Therefore, his love of the Air
Force and respect for its heritage was matched
by his understanding of the CAFM operation.
In January of 1999 he was hired as the Curator
by the Association. He was to serve in that
capacity for six full years, retiring in December
2005. Throughout that period he was a tireless
worker and a most enthusiastic proponent
of the Museum. Those six years were the
transition years, wherein the CAFM would
develop and grow in all aspects.
In January of 2002, Bob Richter made a
proposal that was to have a profound impact on
Museum operations. At the time, the Museum
was open seven days a week during the summer,
some 16 weeks during late May, June, July and
August. The extended opening hours were only
possible because a summer student was hired to
cover that period. The remaining 36 weeks the
Museum was only open on Saturdays, Sundays
and Holidays. Bob proposed that the museum
be open seven days a week, year round. In order
to do this the Curator would work four days
a week (an increase of one day) and the Gift
Shop Manager would work three days a week
(an increase of one day). The rationale was
based on figures; by being open longer more
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visitors would come, more donations would be
received and more sales would be made. Based
on those increases, the extra hours for the two
paid staff would be affordable. The Gift Shop
manager at the time was Ms. Noreen Purdy,
who served in that capacity from 2000 – 2010.
Clearly though, two paid staff to run an
operation seven days a week is very thin.
The extended hours would only be possible
if a volunteer workforce could be created.
Once the extended hours were implemented,
volunteers became essential to the operation
of the CAFM. Each and every volunteer was
required to be a Member of the Association.
Volunteers would have to be recruited, trained,
scheduled, supervised, and encouraged.
In other words, a Volunteer Coordinator had
now become a requirement.

As noted above, the Association was created to
enable access to Gaming Funds, and the annual
task of applying for them was carried out by
Board Members. This money was used to pay
for a civilian contractor to be the regular daily
staff member on site. Initially this position was
termed the Curator, a title associated with a
specific education and skillset. However, the
Board considered the term too specific and
inaccurate, and they were concerned that it did
not fit well into the type of work that the BC
gaming Commission sought to fund. Therefore,
Board Members met with Commission staff
and together they agreed that the best
description of the task would be “Program
Manager and Volunteer Coordinator”.
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The “Skunk Works”
Throughout the 1990s there had been a small
but thriving group of Radio Controlled
(R/C) aircraft enthusiasts operating out of
Building 11. As mutual lovers of Air Force
history there was a strong connection with the
Museum, and volunteers actively supported
them. They used a small area, set between the
lobby of the Museum and the offices of the
Base newspaper, the Totem Times, as a place
to build and repair their R/C aircraft. Each
year they organised an “R/C aircraft meet”
with competitions for both the appearance
and flying ability of the models. Many of those
aircraft ended up as display models, donated to
the CAFM. Each year they would host an R/C
aircraft meet, with prizes for various categories.
Their workshop was known informally as the
“Skunk Works”, in homage to Lockheed’s
Advanced Development Projects run by Kelly
Johnson. By 2002 it had become clear, however,
that space in Building 11 was at a premium
and unofficial uses had to cease. Late in 2002
the Skunk Works shut down. This space now
became available for Museum operations.
Colwell Diary
When studying history as an academic
discipline, a “primary source” is an artifact,
document, diary, manuscript or other source
of information that was created at the time
period under study. In Air Force history, such
documents include Flying Logbooks and Unit
Daily Records. In the summer of 2002, a most
unusual and important document, a primary
source, was donated to the CAFM, becoming
its most prized artifact.
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Colwell Diary

John Henry Colwell was born in India in
1907 and immigrated to Canada in 1925.
When WW2 came, he joined the RCAF
and qualified as a Navigator on the
Halifax bomber. On the night of 3 April
1943, their Halifax was shot down by a
German night-fighter, and he parachuted
into captivity. He was to spend 26
months as a Prisoner Of War (POW)
and it was during his time at Stalag Luft
3 that he created his diary. The Colwell
Diary is the written record of his time in
captivity, the highlight of which occurred
on the night of 24 March 1944, when 76
Allied POWs escaped through tunnels.
Only three of the escapers made it out of
Germany; the rest were recaptured and 50
were murdered by the Gestapo. This was
the Great Escape, later made famous in a
Hollywood movie.
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John Colwell created the diary from notepaper,
and the cover was made from an army bedsheet.
Keeping such a diary was forbidden by the
camp guards, and the details inside were of
extraordinary importance and sensitivity.
Suffice it to say, John wrote his diary at the risk
of his life. At the start of 1945, the Germans
began moving the POWs around to avoid the
Russian Army. This long march was done in
terrible weather, with minimal sustenance. Yet,
throughout the march, John carried the diary
with him, again at terrible personal risk.
His decision to donate the diary to the CAFM
was based on his desire to see it kept and
displayed on Vancouver Island. The Colwell
Diary has been the jewel in the crown of the
CAFM collection and a copy of it has been
made to enable the public to read through it.
The Diary itself is on display, but kept safe and
sound inside a strong protective case.
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414 Squadron
414 Combat Support Squadron was stationed
at CFB Comox from 1992 until 2002, when
the Squadron was stood down. Following the
closure of 414 Squadron, many artifacts were
donated to the CAFM. These included a variety
of Electronic Warfare pods, towed targets and
a set of armour from the Squadron symbol, the
Black Knight. It also included a T-33 Cockpit
Procedures Trainer, basically a T-33 with the
wings and tail off, but otherwise complete. It
was a great place to practice the drills necessary
to cope with emergencies in a jet. Now it
became a great exhibit to show the public how
cramped a T-33 cockpit is; you don’t ride in
a T-33, you wear it!
On 7 December 2007, approval was received
for the squadron to be reactivated. 414
Squadron was subsequently stood up on 20
January 2009 in Ottawa as an Electronic
Warfare Support Squadron. It operates from
Gatineau Airport, PQ, using the Dassault/
Dornier Alpha Jet provided by Discovery
Air Defence Services. Upon request of the
Squadron, a collection of their memorabilia,
including their Black Knight, was packed
up and shipped to Ottawa to be displayed
in their spaces.
Gift Shop
Despite the limited operating hours, the Gift
Shop continued to be an important element
of the CAFM. Corky Hansen served as the
Curator from late 1993 to 1998 and his wife
Shirley would come in at the same time and
run the Gift Shop for free. When Corky
(and, therefore, Shirley) retired, the Museum
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was fortunate to get Murray Smith as Curator.
Murray Smith was a long time Museum
supporter, and he had been heavily involved in
the Argus restoration. Carol Toombs, Murray’s
wife, worked Saturdays and Sundays in the Gift
Shop, but now, finally, was paid for her work
by NPF. The Gift Shop was administratively
a simple operation; they worked out of a cash
box and issued handwritten receipts. Showing
great initiative and love for the Museum, Carol
obtained a used cash register from her brother
who had his own business down Island. This
cash register served the Museum well until it
was replaced in 2016! Murray and Carol retired
in May 2000; and Ms Noreen Purdy was hired
to run the Gift Shop, as an NPF employee.
Major Joel Clarkston

As we close the Chapters on the first 15 years
of CAFM operation, it is worth noting that
there are a handful of people that have made
a contribution beyond all expectations and
Major Joel Clarkston was one of them. Joel
Clarkston joined the Canadian Forces in April
1977 and earned his pilot’s wings. Initially he
flew Voodoos in Comox, but then converted
to Labradors. While serving on 413 Transport
and Rescue Sqn in Summerside, PEI, he
distinguished himself for his exceptional flying
skills and was awarded the Medal of Bravery in
1987 for the daring rescue of four fishermen off
the west coast of Newfoundland.
In 1991 he was posted to 442 Transport and
Rescue Sqn in Comox where he was reunited
with the Labrador and carried out the duties
of Operations Officer, Flight Commander, and
Deputy Commanding Officer.
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remained unabated, and
for five summers he flew
for Trans North Helicopters
uin the Yukon. Sadly, in
September 2003 he was killed
in a flying accident.

Joel Clarkston

Joel Clarkston’s role in the
success of the CAFM cannot
be overstated. In honour of his
outstanding contributions, an
entrance gate to the Heritage
Air Park was designed, built
and subsequently formally designated as “Joel’s
Gate” in September 2008; a plaque was affixed,
reading in part:

In 1994, Joel was appointed Commandant
of the Air Force Indoctrination School, a
“He was the driving force behind the continued
position he held until its closure. It was the
success of the Comox Air Force Museum and the
time of this appointment that he became a
creation of the Comox Valley Air Force Museum
Association. Closest to his heart among his many
strong champion of the CAFM and took a
projects were the Y2K Spitfire Restoration and the
great personal interest in expanding it, an
Tet Walston Memorial Hangar.”
interest that lasted for eight important years.
Serving as Chair of the CAFM Executive
Simply put: if you want to see Joel’s legacy, just
Committee until 2002, he worked tirelessly
look around the Museum and Air Park.
on the development of
the Heritage Air Park.
Numerous aircraft became
part of the collection
through his energy, initiative
and leadership. He was a
key player in the creation of
the Y2K Restoration Project
and the building of the Tet
Walston Heritage Hangar.
He was also a key member
of the group that built
and flew radio/controlled
aircraft. Joel’s love of flying Joel Clarkston Gate at the Heritage Air Park
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4
DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION (2003 – 2017)
In order for any organisation to take a big step
forward there needs to exist several conditions.
First, there must be a vision of where the
organization is going. Secondly, there must be
expertise available to shape and guide the way
forward. Thirdly, there must be the resources
to implement the changes. Finally, there must
be a willingness amongst the members of
the organisation to embrace the change; in
the absence of that willingness, it will take a
champion to create it.

Building 11 was always a dynamic workspace
and another huge change occurred in 2003: the
Totem Times moved to Wing Headquarters.
At the same time, it had become very obvious
that the Library would not fit upstairs much
longer. A large work area, directly connected
to the Museum lobby, was created by the 2002
closure of the Skunk Works and the 2003
departure of the Totem Times. The major part
of this new space became home to the Library,
while the old Skunk Works became an addition
to the Gift Shop. Some carpentry was required,
which included closing off an outside door. The
greatest effort was made by volunteers who had
to carry each and every book downstairs to the
new location. The space between the Gift Shop
and the Library was marked by the installation
of beautiful etched glass doors, proudly bearing
the heraldic crests of Air Command and the
RCAF. This project was led by volunteer
Dennis Dupuis, a retired Wing Chief Warrant
Officer and a huge supporter of CAFM.
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The significance of this change cannot be
over-stated. The creation of a beautiful Library
now made the rest of the Museum look a
little shabby by comparison. Furthermore, the
focus on building and operating R/C aircraft
had made CAFM a little too inward looking,
perhaps a little too “clubby”. The conditions
were right for some major changes. The future
champion of those changes came in September
2003, with the arrival of Captain John Low.

Captain Low was a highly experienced
Air Force officer and pilot, one who had
flown many aircraft types and had been
the Operations Officer on three different
Squadrons. An exceptional pilot, he was
one of the very first pipeliners to go straight
to CF104s. Later, duty as an instructor at
Moose Jaw gave him the opportunity to show
his flying skills, which were recognised and
rewarded by an appointment to the Snowbirds.
Later he would switch to the heavies; he served
on 407 Squadron flying the Aurora.

At this point in time, CAFM simply received
funds from the Base Fund, in competition with
Clubs and Messes, and the whole arrangement
was ambiguous. One of the first changes
Captain Low initiated was to have the CAFM
recognised as a distinct and separate Section
of the Wing Administration Branch. This
included creating both a separate Business Plan
and Budget. Through these processes CAFM
requirements could be readily identified and
staffed appropriately.
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Capt Low attended OMMC in Regina and
Saskatoon in June of 2004. Lecturing at the
Conference was Mr. Don Smith. Don is an
expert museum display designer who bases
his work on his unique professional
qualifications and experiences; he is both an
historian and a graphic designer. By the end of
the conference he and John had connected and
started to see a way forward for CAFM.

Don Smith’s first visit created the blueprints
for the way ahead, which included an aircraft
parking plan for the Heritage Air Park and
the creation of a heritage gate at the park’s
entrance. The major initiative that came from
that first visit, however, was the creation of the
Ten Year Display Upgrade Plan. The first step of

that plan included clearing out storage space
and increasing the Main Gallery by some 20%;
this was completed by the end of 2006. Again,
volunteers rolled up their sleeves and did all
the heavy lifting. Now it was time to create the
map of the Main Gallery, offering our visitors
a coherent logical path through the displays.
It was agreed that the displays must tell a story,
each complete in itself, but also be part of a
logical sequence. The displays would be laid out
chronologically and would first provide the “big
picture” and context, before getting down to
individual units and people. Each display would
consist of a background panel that would have
layers of images and text, using a common look
and feel. The panels would be augmented by

World War One display
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three-dimensional “pop outs” to highlight key
elements. Finally, mounted on the front of the
panels would be Plexiglas cases that contain
the artifacts that best support and illuminate
the story.

Funds for the Ten Year Plan would come from
NDHQ Directorate of History and Heritage.
They disbursed Museum Development Funds,
which are Non Public Funds that can persist
over several fiscal years. CAFM quickly became
the DHH “poster boy” for how to best use
MDF; this was quite a compliment.

Each year some elements of the Ten Year Plan
would be completed through a highly iterative
process. This process relied heavily on the
expertise and experience of Don Smith, while
at the same time Museum staff retained control
and ownership of the finished product. This was
particularly important because the Museum
volunteers had tremendous “ownership” in their
Museum. The consensus was, we will change,
but we want our own unique displays, not a
“cookie cutter” upgrade. Once the layout and
content was agreed upon, the panels would
be produced and shipped to us. Don Smith
would then supervise their installation, while
at the same time planning for the next displays.
This included working with the Collections
Management Committee and museum research
staff to create the next masterpiece.
The Ten Year Display Upgrade Plan was
completed in 2017, which included upgrading
some of the earliest displays. The following
displays were created: World War One
(including famous West Coast aviators),
Birth of the RCAF, and World War Two
(which included the BCATP, Building
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of Comox, War on the West Coast, the
High Cost of Flying Training, the POW
Experience, the Women’s Division of the
RCAF, Japanese Fire Balloon, as well as
five noted aviators). Following WW2 were
displays on the reopening of the Base for the
Cold War, creation of NORAD and UN and
other Peacekeeping Operations. Focussed
displays were then created on all West Coast
Squadrons (407, 409, 414, 442, 443, VU33
and the Snowbirds) and other topics including
ejection seats, Air Traffic Control, Support to
Air Operations, Culture of the RCAF, and the
Avro Arrow. Other displays recognised heroes
such as Bobby Waters, GM and KO Moore,
DSO. The final displays covered air operations
since 9/11.
Notwithstanding the focus on the Main
Gallery, upgrades were completed in all
other areas of CAFM. In 2006, the original
1 Hangar, built in 1942, was slated for
demolition. Fir timbers from that building
were set aside for CAFM and Mr. Larry
Toovey, a local craftsman, used them to build
a large table for the Library.
Heritage Stones
As previously stated, the Association continued
to look for ways to raise funds to support
the Museum. In 2004, the success of other
memorial brick projects at Trenton, Greenwood
and Shearwater, both as fund raisers and as
memorials, had been noticed. Clearly CAFM
didn’t want to just copy their projects. We
wanted something uniquely “West Coast”,
something that would reflect our values,
our history and our heritage in a respectful,
meaningful and permanent way.
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Heritage stones display at the Heritage Air Park, circa 2015

Furthermore, we know our heritage is not
limited to aircraft and wonderful museum
artefacts, though they are important. We
believe that “things” do not make history;
it is people that make history. Individual
people, working together for a higher cause,
make a difference, and by doing so they make
history. How does one honour those people,
in a meaningful way? CAFM decided to
build a permanent item, but without creating
a graveyard atmosphere; rather the site was
to be a celebration, not just a memorial.
It was decided that we would create
“heritage stones”, made from marble mined
on Vancouver Island. The design on the
stone again is unique; CAFM is the only
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Museum that uses colours, despite the fact
that volunteers have to work many hours to
maintain them in top condition. The intention
was to have the Air Park reflect not just the
heritage and history of the people of the Wing
here, but of the military family “writ large”, all
of those who contribute and serve our country
in all guises. This includes those that too often
go unsung, those who support and nurture
others. Each year, commencing in 2006, the
latest heritage stones would be dedicated at
a ceremony held in the Air Park or Chapel.
Family members of the person being honoured
would be invited to the ceremony. The intention
of the ceremony was to formally and publically
recognise those people being honoured with
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a stone. At the same time it enabled the
families to participate in the celebration, and
to see how important each and every stone had
become. By 2017, all 300 heritage stones had
been dedicated.
Personnel Changes
In January 2006, Ms. Lorraine Angly, a
retired Captain AERE Officer, was hired
by the Association to work as the Program
Manager & Volunteer Coordinator following
Bob Richter’s retirement. She worked until
October 2007. Bob Richter answered the
call to replace her, on a temporary basis, and
he served until June 2008. The Association
conducted a competition, and many candidates
came forward eager to work as the Program
Manager & Volunteer Coordinator. The
successful candidate was Jon Ambler, a retired
Colonel and an ex-19 Wing Commander, and
the author of this book. Bob Richter took real
pleasure in noting that it took a Colonel to
replace him!
Fund-raising: Hockey
The Association took its fund-raising task
seriously and many projects were initiated, with
Mike Spooner and John Lalonde playing a
leading role. Two of them had a hockey theme.
Firstly, working in a partnership with the
Military Family Resource Centre, they invited
the Vancouver Canucks Alumni Team to play
a mixed team of CF, RCMP, Courtenay Fire
Department and Comox Fire Department
“First Responders”. On the night of 25 Feb
2007, they packed the rink and raised over
$27,000, which was shared evenly between the
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Association and the MFRC. Those of you who
know the NHL will be relieved to learn that
Dave “Tiger” Williams is exactly as you would
expect him to be!
Cassie Campbell is a superstar of Canadian
women’s hockey. She was the captain of the
Canadian Women’s Team during the 2002
Winter Olympics and led the team to a gold
medal. She took on the role of captain again
in the 2006 Winter Olympics and again led
her team to the Gold Medal. This was roughly
the same time as the Canucks Alumni Game,
so the Association raffled off an autographed
Cassie Campbell hockey sweater, which had
been obtained by John Lalonde.
Centennial of Flight Dinner
25 April 2009
The first controlled powered flight in Canada,
and, in fact, within the entire British Empire,
took place when John McCurdy flew the
“Silver Dart” from the ice of Baddeck Bay, NS
in February 1909. This aircraft was designed
and built by the Aerial Experiment Association,
formed and led by Alexander Graham Bell.
The centennial of this event was celebrated
in numerous ways across Canada, and the
Association identified it as an opportunity to
celebrate, but in a way to generate funds. The
project became the Centennial of Flight Dinner.
The offer went out. For $100 a plate, just
400 people would gather for dinner in 19
Wing’s 7 Hangar. The first and only problem
we faced was dealing with disappointment
as the 400 tickets were sold out almost
immediately. A second, minor issue was
coordinating who sat with whom!
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The roast beef meal was catered by 19 Wing
Food Services. Drawn up inside the hangar
would be the Centennial of Flight CF18, the
VWOC Sabre, the CAFM Vampire and the
Snowbirds. Throughout the Dinner many Air
Force luminaries spoke, including fighter ace
Stocky Edwards and Colonel (Retired) Ralph
Ennis, a pioneer with the RCAF Golden
Hawks. A variety of aviation memorabilia
was also used to raise funds through a “silent
auction”. At the end of the day the Centennial
of Flight Dinner was a colossal success, both
as a celebration and as a fund raiser. In fact,
the total amount of funds raised was in excess
of $34,000!
Upgrades
The museum community has long recognised
that a key element in visitor satisfaction was the
number and condition of washroom facilities.
By 2010, Building 11 was approaching 70 years
in age; it was time to renovate the washrooms.
CE came in and gutted each washroom, right
down to the studs and joists, and installed
modern facilities. At the same time, they
were able to create a small coffee area with
refreshment for staff and volunteers. The
refreshments and appliances were provided
by the Association.
Museum Staff

Capt Low had been working as the Museum
Director, double-hatted as the Wing Heritage
Officer, as an A Class Reservist (part time) who
was “topped up” to B Class (fulltime). In 2010
it was decided that only A Class funds would
be available to man the Museum. In order to
provide the coverage needed it was decided to
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have two A Class Reservists: the Director and
an NCM Deputy Director. Following a hiring
competition, WO Mike Barnucz, a retired
master Warrant Officer machinist, was hired as
the Deputy Director. He faithfully carried out
his duties until his retirement in June 2017.

All good things must end and on 30 November
2011, Capt Low decided to retire. He left
with the accolades and gratitude of the CAFM;
under his leadership the Museum had thrived
and developed like never before. There was
much local interest in becoming the CAFM
Director, and following heavy competition,
Captain Lynn Barley was hired. Capt Barley
was an AERE Officer with extensive frontline experience on helicopters and CF-18s,
as well as service in HQs. She joined the
team, committed to taking over the baton
from John Low and continuing the
development of the Museum.
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

The year 2012 marked the
60th anniversary
of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II’s accession
to the Throne as Queen
of Canada. The Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond
Jubilee Medal was created
as a tangible way for
Canada to honour Her
Majesty. At the same
time, this commemorative
medal served to honour
significant contributions and Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee medal
achievements by Canadians;
60,000 deserving Canadians
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Reference library, 2017

were so recognized. To ensure that a variety
of fields of activity were recognized, partner
organizations were invited by the Government
of Canada to nominate candidates for this
national honour.

The Comox Valley Museum Association was
very proud to see that the efforts of no
less than twelve members of the Association
were recognized, through a variety of
organizations that included the Air Force
Association of Canada, the Organization
of Military Museums of Canada, Canadian
Association of UN Veterans and others.
The following Association members were
awarded the medal: Jon Ambler, Mel Birnie,
Syd Burroughs, Terry Chester, Stocky Edwards,
Mike Hendren, Allison Hetman, Herbie
Lightfoot, Don Manley, Steve McNamee,
Tom Proctor, and David Stinson.
OUR STORY

Library Upgrade
The Library has always been a source of great
pride for the Museum and it saw extensive
daily use. In 2014, CAFM requested new
carpeting, a project that was completed
through great efforts by our volunteers. Over
the Christmas/New Year’s break the volunteers
ran a multi-step process which required them
to set up shelves in the hallway, empty the
library shelves by moving the books to the
hallway, then moving the newly emptied
shelves and so on and so on until over 7,000
books were moved. While the Library
was empty, it was completely repainted
by volunteer Mike Forbes and the carpet
replaced. Then it was time for the volunteers
to reverse the original move. As in all CAFM
projects and activities, it was volunteer help
that enabled success.
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Hallway Project
One resource that is always in short supply
in museums is space and all museums
struggle to balance display space with storage
space. An important project for CAFM was
to create brand-new display space in the
hallway, space that had been previously used
to store magazines. Based on a design by David
Wilson, he and two other volunteers (Irv Fraser
and Mike Forbes) built a modern display from
scratch. This new area is particularly important
because it provides CAFM with a flexible
and dynamic area, one that can be readily
changed as themes or new ideas arise. The
ceremonial ribbon-cutting on this new area
was the centrepiece of our 30th Anniversary
Celebration event.
Personnel
WO Mike Barnucz reached his retirement
age in the spring of 2017 and a competition
was held to replace him. There was a lot of
interest, and excellent candidates came forward
from all over. The successful candidate and
New Deputy Director was Sergeant Mike
O’Rourke, a firefighter who moved over from
the 19 Wing Fire Hall where he had been
serving as Training Officer.
Other Lines of Business

It is now time to look at three other CAFM
‘lines of business’: the Heritage Aircraft
Collection, the Heritage Vehicle Collection
and the Y2K Spitfire Restoration Project.

Hallway display project in progress
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5
AIRCRAFT AND VEHICLES
No Air Force museum would be complete
without examples of locally based aircraft and
associated vehicles on display. In the late 1980s,
the Curator and Museum Committee put a
plan in place to create an Air Park near the
original civilian terminal. The Air Park was
to be populated with military aircraft that had a
strong West Coast connection. From the outset,
the heritage aircraft were hugely popular with
the general public, and visits by veterans that
had flown them were often quite emotional.
For CAFM this line of business was conducted
100% by two teams of volunteers, far from
Building 11. The Aircraft Team operated
for many years either in the Air Park itself,
or in a corner on the north side of 7 Hangar.
The Vehicle Team ended up creating a
workshop in Building T3, a very robust
building that was once the base of a huge
radar antenna. CAFM also had several old
ammunition bunkers that were used to store
aircraft ground support equipment, boarding
ladders, tow bars and other bulky items. Both
teams would receive technical and other
support from Wing workshops, as available,
on a non-interference basis.
This arrangement worked well enough for
many years, but a variety of changes within
the Air Force meant that sooner or later a
new arrangement would become necessary.
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The attacks of 9/11 had a huge impact on
security procedures and the Base’s aircraft
operating surface, the “General Restricted
Area (GRA), was fenced off and access
reduced. This affected both teams, but
processes were implemented to ensure they
had continued access to their workspaces.
That said, GRA access would always be an
issue for volunteers, and it would also mean
that the public could never see what they
were doing.
Floor space in hangars is an important
resource, and the Aircraft Team were under
persistent pressure to reduce the square
footage they occupied. Building T3 was
finally declared obsolete and was slated
for demolition in 2015. Finally, the division
into the two teams meant that two sets
of tools, equipment and supplies were
required, an expensive and wasteful situation.
The solution to all these pressures was to
move both teams into Building 268, so that
once the Spitfire departed, there would
ample space and facilities for both aircraft
and vehicle maintenance and restorations.
In April 2015, they were united into
a single CAFM Heritage Maintenance
Team, operating entirely out of B268, the
old Spitfire workshop. The Team was outside
the GRA, and the public could now see their
beautiful work.
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AIRCRAFT
The 1980s saw several aircraft types retired, and even before the CAFM was created, efforts
were made to identify and obtain key aircraft for future display. The CAFM Heritage Air
Park was slowly populated, with aircraft coming and going over the years. Efforts were made
to keep the collection focussed on aircraft that served on the West Coast. From time to
time, however, aircraft from elsewhere joined the collection. The notes below give a concise
summary, in chronological order, of each aircraft that joined the collection.
Argus

The Argus was replaced in 407 Squadron
service by the Aurora in 1981. Argus
712 was put aside at that time. In 1993,
anticipating the 50th Anniversary of 407
Squadron, Argus 712 was examined and
found to be in real need of refurbishment.
The Argus Restoration Committee was
formed, with Karl Smith as the Chair. He
led a group of fifty volunteers eager to do the
work; among them were Ted Dennis, Herbie
Lightfoot, Bob Melville, Robert Prichard,
Rob Roy, Murray Smith and Herb Walker.
The reward for these seven volunteers
was to be made “Lifetime Members” of
the Association. They would become key

CAFM volunteers on
the aircraft and vehicle
restoration teams, which
was an organisational
“lesson learned” from
this project. A thorough,
complete and detailed work
plan was written, which
sub-divided the Argus into
specific segments, each the
responsibility of a single
team. Funds to carry out
the refurbishment were
raised through a cooperative
venture with the artist J.B. Rutherford. He
painted the scene of Argus 711 leaving 7 Hangar
as it prepared to depart on its record-breaking
endurance flight of 31.1 hours. Rutherford
authorised the production of 450 prints of
“Rollout For The Record”, with all proceeds from
their sale to go to the refurbishment of Argus
712. Over $5,500 was raised through this
initiative. A further $3,000 came from an Air
Command Grant.
By the spring of 1995, the huge project was
completed; Argus 712 had been fully refurbished
and placed in the Heritage Air Park. It had
required almost 6,000 man hours of volunteer
effort and cost a total of just over $22,000.

Canuck

Starfighter

The CF-100 Canuck served with 409
Squadron in Comox from 1952 until
1961. However, some CF-100s served in
Electronic Warfare roles until 1981. A
surplus CF-100 was flown into Comox for
display 6 Nov 1981. It was subsequently
restored and repainted by 19 AMS and 414
Sqn ACS workshops in the colours of 414
Squadron RCAF, circa 1960s.

The CF-104 Starfighter was Canada’s front line
fighter for decades, serving in Cold Lake and in
Europe. Although it never served on the West
Coast, a surplus CF-104 was given to CAFM
in 1991. Its NATO three-colour camouflage
faded badly over the years. In 2014, volunteers
repainted it as the 417 Squadron “Colours
Bird”, markings worn on the occasion of the
Squadron’s disbandment in 1983.

Dakota

Voodoo

Our Dakota was a WW2 veteran that
made at least two sorties during operation
MARKET GARDEN. After many years of
service on the Prairies as a communications
aircraft and navigation trainer it was struck
off in April 1989 and shortly thereafter was
displayed in the Air Park.

The CF-101 Voodoo served at Comox as the
Air Force’s NORAD interceptor from 1961
until 1984. The Voodoo in the Air Park was
originally on display at Royal Roads Military
College in Victoria, and when it closed, the
Voodoo was moved to Comox in 1995. It is
marked as a 409 Squadron aircraft.

OUR STORY
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Piasecki H-21

MiG 21

The H-21, a very early tandem rotor
helicopter, was acquired by the RCAF in
1954 for a variety of transport and SAR
functions. The Labrador replaced it in SAR
service in 1964 and all CF H-21 operations
ceased in 1972. As far back as 1992 the
CAFM sought to trade a Voodoo simulator,
which was a huge item and hard to display,
for an H-21 that had flown at Comox and/
or Sea Island. The Surrey Museum had
just such an aircraft, and after much to and
fro, the trade was completed and the H-21
arrived at Comox 30 March 1995.

The MiG 21 was the Warsaw Pact’s top air
interceptor for decades, but it certainly never
served or even flew on the West Coast. The
end of the Cold War and the dissolution
of the Warsaw Pact and the USSR saw an
overall warming of relations throughout
the 1990s. A variety of ex-Warsaw Pact
equipment was given to Canada, among it
an ex-Czech Air Force MiG 21 that was
delivered to Comox in 1998 and put on
display. In 2011, the Canadian War Museum
requested that the CAFM transfer the MiG
21 to their collection. CAFM volunteers
disassembled it and it was shipped to
Ottawa, where it now resides.
Tracker
The CP-121 Tracker was originally
purchased for the RCN to be the carrierbased Anti-Submarine-Warfare aircraft.
Following the scrapping of HMCS
Bonaventure, the Trackers were used in
land-based maritime reconnaissance roles on
both coasts. The Tracker served with VU-33
at CFB Comox from 1974 until 1991, when
VU-33 stood down and the Tracker retired.
Originally displayed near the front gate, the
Tracker was later moved into the Air Park.
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Vampire
In 1948, the RCAF needed to enter the
jet age and had to choose between the
de Havilland Vampire and the Gloster
Meteor. The Vampire was chosen, making
it the RCAF’s first jet fighter. Planes from
the first production run were primarily
assigned to Auxiliary Squadrons. This
included 442 “City of Vancouver” Auxiliary
Fighter Squadron, stationed on Sea Island,
BC. Of note, Vampire 031 was part of
this first run, and was taken on strength
of 442 Squadron on 10 April 1948.
On 31 March 1950, the Vampires were
moved east, where 031 would serve with
402 “City of Winnipeg” Auxiliary Fighter
Squadron for two years. The Vampires,
including 031, rejoined 442 Squadron in
September 1952, where they remained
until 1956. By the mid-1950s, it was clear
that the Vampires had become obsolete,
and by 1958 they were replaced by F-86
Sabres. They were later declared surplus and
disposed of, some going into private hands.
CAFM staff are expected to acquire
and retain those aircraft that fit within
the assigned mission. Of particular
importance are those aircraft flown by the
OUR STORY

two Squadrons resident at 19 Wing:
407 (LRP) Squadron and 442 (T&R)
Squadron. For this reason, in 1998,
Major Joel Clarkston sought out a
Vampire aircraft. He made contact
with Mr. Bill Lamberton, a US citizen,
who was willing to trade an ex-442
Squadron aircraft, Vampire 031, for a
flyable Tutor. Much coordination and
effort was required, and approval sought
from National Defence Headquarters.
It all paid off in 2000 when Mr.
Lamberton flew in with Vampire 031 and flew
off with a surplus Tutor. Vampire 031 then
officially became part of the CAFM Public
Account through a NDHQ/DDSAL approved
transaction. NDHQ gave explicit direction
to CAFM: “it should be understood by the
Museum that this aircraft is allocated to the
Museum for the sole purpose of artifact display”.
The Vampire’s construction (it contained some
wood) precluded displaying it outside, so CAFM
had no place to display it. As a result, since its
arrival it has remained in 7 Hangar, taking up
valuable space far from the public eye.

In early 2017 volunteers repainted our Vampire with its
classic “ bat-face” markings in time for the 442 Squadron
75th Anniversary. Pictured: Jack Holden, Bobbi
Howard-Muir, Gord Grawbarger.
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Tutor
The Canadian built Tutor first entered
RCAF service in 1963 and was retired as a
trainer in 2000. In 2002 CAFM was given
a retired Tutor, painted in the markings of
the Snowbirds. This was appropriate because
Comox is the Snowbirds’ “Second Home”,
as they do their training here each April.
In 2012, an agreement was reached with
the Comox Valley Economic Development
Service to have an off-site display of the
Tutor at the Comox Valley Information
Centre. Volunteer Dave Mellin spearheaded
this most successful initiative, completed in
April 2012.

Labrador
Labrador 11310 was a Comox aircraft, and
was retired when the Cormorant arrived.
It was sent to CFB Borden to be used as
a training aid for student technicians. In
2010, it was disassembled in Borden and
trucked to Comox. It was then reassembled
by four volunteers: Rob Roy, Jack McLeod,
Ron Hunchiak and Herb Lightfoot. It was
unveiled on 26 September 2010. Their work
was recognised by 19 Wing Commander
Colonel Michel Lalumiere, who awarded
the Labrador Restoration Team a Wing
Commander’s Commendation.

T-33
The T-33 was an Air Force jet trainer
beginning service in 1951; the last one was
retired in 2005! The CAFM’s T-33 served
in Comox with 409 Squadron until 1983,
then VU-33 until 1992, and finally with
414 Squadron until it was struck off in 2002
when 414 closed, and later put on display.
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HERITAGE VEHICLES
The creation and application of air power
requires more than just aircraft; it also requires
a variety of vehicles. As a result, CAFM
staff sought out examples to create a vehicle
collection. Many restoration projects were
started; as one would expect, some came to
nothing, while others were completed.

It all began in May of 1990, when the CAFM
received three vehicles from the Transportation
Museum of British Columbia, which is located
in Cloverdale. The vehicles were: 1952 Ford
ambulance, 1942 Ford CMP dump truck and a
1941 Ford CMP wrecker. The plan was to have
the BTSO repair and restore them for display
in a Vehicle Park. This “fleet” was augmented in
January 1991 when a WW2 vintage (1942) fire
truck was purchased from Tofino for $2000. It
was decided at the same time that no further
vehicles be obtained until the future of the
Vehicle Park was settled. This was based in part
on the very tight budget that shrank the Base’s
building programme.
By August 1991, it had become clear that
neither the resources nor sites for the Vehicle
Park were available; all planning was put
on hold, and ear-marked resources were redistributed. It was decided to continue with
refurbishing the fire truck and ambulance;
the other two vehicles were declared Beyond
Economical Repair and were disposed of.
The fire truck project had made progress with
repairs by the Fire Hall and now it needed
autobody and engine work. In October 1991,
it was allocated $4,000. By April 1993, the
fire engine was largely restored, the bills kept
mounting and another $1,800 was allocated
for brake repairs. Protective storage was
also a problem, and efforts were made to
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identify a location. The ambulance restoration,
however, had made no progress and there were
discussions about disposing of it.

During 1994, the fire engine was driven in local
parades and other events and a further $750
was allocated to finishing it. Later that year
$2,500 was allocated to build a portable “sliptube” shelter for the fire engine. By December
that year the shelter had been damaged by
wind, and throughout 1995 discussion ensued
on a new location. In September 1995, a
champion came to save the ambulance.
Teachers from Georges P. Vanier High School
agreed to restore the ambulance to drivable
condition as a school project/teaching aid.
They were allocated $2,000 to enable this
joint venture, with a target completion date
of June 1996.

In September 1996, discussion continued
on the cost and feasibility of funding the
refurbishment of the fire truck’s body. By
1997, it was becoming clear that “the fire
truck saga continues” and was becoming a
“money sink”, with at least $10,000 worth of
repairs still required. A sum of $2,500 was
allocated as “seed money”, with the other funds
to be generated elsewhere. The ambulance
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restoration proceeded well, but it needed
just another $1500 to be completed. In May
of 1997, the ambulance was fully restored,
and earned a prize while participating in the
Cumberland Empire Days Parade on the May
long weekend.

By November 2003, it was clear that the fire
truck restoration had stalled, and it was stored
away in a vacant building near T3. In October
2005, that building was slated for demolition;
again the fire truck would be forced to sit
outside. All efforts to fund its restoration had
now failed, and it was decided to dispose of
it. In February 2006, Rob Roy advised the
committee that he was working on trading
the current fire truck for a smaller one. This
would allow it to fit in the current vehicle
building for maintenance. This did not come
to fruition and in May 2009, the fire truck was
sold for $3,000, ending the difficult and costly
18 year saga. The only vehicle left of the initial
fleet was the ambulance, restored through the
cooperative venture with Vanier High School.

owned and restored it; its final owner was
Mr. Brian Wood who donated it to the CAFM.
Overall, the vehicle was in excellent and
roadworthy condition, and only $1,000 was
allocated to restoring it. As with any vehicle
over 50 years old, some repairs were necessary,
but the Jeep proved a popular display item, and
was very well received when driven in various
change of command parades and annual
parades and events in the Comox Valley.

Mule
In Air Force circles, the small but powerful
vehicle that tows aircraft around on the ramp
is called a “mule”. In June 2001, a Mr. Art
Hepting donated a 1952 Aircraft Tow Tractor
to the CAFM. It had been manufactured by
the Northwestern Motor Company.
He had purchased it privately in 1981
and had conducted extensive repairs and
restoration on it.
CMP

Jeep and Trailer
In 1998, a quarter ton Willys jeep and
matching utility trailer was donated to the
Museum. This particular jeep was delivered
to the US Army in 1945 and later declared
surplus. Over the years, various collectors
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In the fall of 2007, Mr. John Schussler of
Jedway Enterprises agreed to donate a 1944
Chevrolet Canadian Military Pattern (CMP)
Truck to the CAFM. The CMP had been
manufactured in 1944 and was used at RCAF
Comox during WW2 and it was still wearing
its original tires, branded “RCAF”! The truck
had been declared surplus and disposed of after
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the war, and beginning in 1952, had been
used in a mine operation until it broke down
and was abandoned. 19 Wing agreed to send
a vehicle to recover the CMP from Dease
Lake BC in November 2007.

The Heritage Vehicle Team (Rob Roy, Ted
Dennis, Jack McLeod, Ron Hunchiak and
Herbie Lightfoot) seized the project to
rebuild it as a Stake Truck and began a full
mechanical and structural restoration, to
roadworthy status, in Building T3. It was
decided to restore it in a brilliant yellow
colour, as it wore during WW2. Over the
next five years they laboured away, at times
going to workshops downtown for specialist
or large restoration tasks such as sand blasting
large pieces. Their hard work came to fruition
in 2013 when the CMP was licenced to drive
on BC roads, a huge accomplishment. When
it was insured for $10,000, that number
represented just the physical value of the
pieces restored, repaired or replaced; the
thousands of dedicated volunteer man hours
were the real secret to success.
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RCAF Police Jeep
Our M38A1 jeep was delivered to DND in
1953. Once declared surplus, it remained within
DND and became an artifact in the Canadian
Military Engineers Museum in Chilliwack
BC. In 1997 it was transferred to the CAFM.
It arrived in a quite rough condition and was
faithfully restored as a teaching project by
students at Georges P. Vanier Secondary
School in Courtenay. It returned to the
CAFM in RCAF blue, with markings of the
Air Force Police.
When a piece of military equipment is declared
an artifact, it is intended to be retained within
the museum system as a display piece only. The
rule explicitly states that it can no longer be
used for its original purpose. For example, if a
rifle is declared an artifact, then that particular
rifle must not be fired again. This rule has
a direct impact on any vehicles that came
from within DND and are declared artifacts.
This issue has been clarified by NDHQ; it is
forbidden to operate them as motor vehicles.
As a result, notwithstanding the fact that it is
mechanically capable of being driven, CAFM
must not drive the RCAF Police Jeep. Of note,
this order does not apply to vehicles that were
donated to a museum from outside DND;
therefore CAFM is permitted to operate the
other three vehicles.
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6
Y2K SPITFIRE RESTORATION

The MK304 WW2 Supermarine Spitfire Mk IX, MK304/Y2-K was the inspiration for the Y2K Spitfire
Resotration paint job. MK304 with 442 Fighter Squadron receiving a new Merlin engine. L to R: Cpl Bob
Morrison, Parkbeg, SK, LAC Ed Johnson, Saint John, NB, LAC Jess Richardson, Deer Island, NB, LAC Cliff
Weisner, Vancouver, BC, LAC Sid Trash, Kentville, NS, (14 Aug 1944, near the Normandy Beach Head, France,
RCAF PL-31363)

Phase 1: Museum (1999 – 2008)
Few aircraft hold such a place of love and
respect in a nation’s aviation history that
they can be called “iconic”. For members
of the British Commonwealth, the iconic
fighter aircraft of World War Two was
the Supermarine Spitfire. The Spitfire was
physically beautiful, with graceful lines and
elliptical wings, while at the same time deadly
efficient in air combat. The CAFM, led by
Major Joel Clarkston, became eager to restore
a Spitfire to flying status.
OUR STORY

Spitfire Mark IX Serial Number TE 294 was
manufactured in 1945 in Castle Bromwich,
UK. Delivered to the RAF in June that year,
she saw no wartime combat. At the conclusion
of the Second World War, the RAF decided
to move quickly into the Jet Age and many
now-surplus Spitfires were sold off within the
Commonwealth. In particular, TE294 was sold
to South Africa in 1947 along with a couple
of dozen other aircraft. She was flown on
various training missions over the years and
following a “wheels up landing” in 1952 was
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included such diverse items as shop tools and
supplies, wing spars, a propeller hub and blades
as well as specialised jigs to build the fuselage.

The remains of Supermarine Spitfire Mk IX, TE294/
Y2-K, as found at the scrap metal yard by Mr. Mark
DeVries. Shown are the forward fuselage and engine
mount. (Early 1980’s, South Africa).

written off. In 1954, the wreck of TE 294 was
sold, along with other Spitfires, to a scrap metal
dealer near Pretoria.

A Mr. Mark DeVries recovered TE294,
along with several truckloads of various
aircraft parts from the scrap metal dealer in
the early 80s. In the early 1990s, he started
the reconstruction. During the mid-90s he
came to Canada, settling in Langley, BC,
and continued reconstruction. Due to his
deteriorating health he decided he was unable
to continue the project, and began looking for
a purchaser. Contact with CAFM was made,
and in the spring of 2000, Mr. DeVries sold a
50% ownership in the pieces and parts to the
Comox Air Force Museum for $95,000. In a
separate purchase, the CAFM paid $5,000 for
full ownership of the TE294 stamped firewall.
CFB Comox provided the resources to bring
the parts to Comox. Of note, full ownership of
the pieces passed to the CAFM upon the death
of Mr. DeVries in 2006. Purchases elsewhere
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The Museum bought TE294 by using a portion
of a $250,000 Heritage Grant, which were
Non Public Funds (NPF). The grant money
came from the Millennium Fund which was
established to encourage DND employees
and CF Members to mark the millennium in
meaningful and creative ways. The objective
of the celebrations was to both encourage and
promote Canadians’ knowledge of the CF/
DND as well as to celebrate Canada’s military
history and achievements so that they were
inspired to take pride in the military history
of their country. Millennium Project Funding
was provided to 19 Wing to allow the purchase
of the Spitfire components and to ensure
the restoration of the fuselage during the
millennium year. The objectives required for
receipt of this grant were met.
Money and property within DND is either
Public Funds (paid for by taxpayers) or NonPublic Funds, so Spitfire TE294 became a
piece of Non Public Property. As such, any and
all major decisions about it could only be made
by the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS). This fact
is recorded in CAFM Executive Committee
minutes April 1999.
An enthusiastic committee, led by Major
Joel Clarkston, and supported by LCol Mike
Spooner WAdmO, and LCol Grant Smith
CO 442 Sqn, determined that the aim of this
project was to return this celebrated World
War II aircraft to flying condition in the exact
colours depicting 442 Squadron’s famous
Spitfire with the identifier “Y2K”. During
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World War Two, 442 Squadron (RCAF) was
a fighter squadron deployed to North West
Europe after D-Day. Their Squadron identifier
was “Y2”, and their eleventh aircraft would
be “Y2K”. Coincidentally, Y2K was the name
given to the year 2000, making this an excellent
Millennium Project.
The stated goal of the restoration was “ Y2K
Will Fly Again” and this lofty goal was the
centre of gravity for all restoration and fundraising actions. Certainly, building a replica for
display would have been cheaper and quicker,
but it was a far cry from an airworthy Spitfire.
Original plans estimated that restoration work
could take from three to five years to complete,
as long as adequate funding could be obtained.
The total cost of the restoration was estimated
in 2001 to be $940,000. A dedicated Heritage
Hangar was built, using grant money (Non
Public Funds), for the Spitfire restoration near
the Heritage Air Park. This workshop was
informally named the Tet Walston Heritage
Hangar out of respect for Tet Walston, a WW2
Spitfire recce pilot and a big supporter of the
project. Later, this building was expanded
as part of a deployed exercise by USAF Air
National Guard construction engineers.
Of note, neither DND, nor the Museum
funded this project; and the Museum’s
Association didn’t provide financing for it.
Rather; it was self-supporting and existed
on donations, grants and small fundraising
projects. These monies went principally to pay
the salary of the sole AME who did the actual
reconstruction work. From 2002 until 2009
this was Mr. Bonn Svensson. All other work
was done by a small team of highly dedicated
and motivated volunteers. Whilst the majority
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of expenses were wages for Mr. Svensson,
replacement parts that could not be rebuilt
were also found to be very expensive on the
open market. The project was a definite tourist
attraction for aviation and history enthusiasts,
and helped to put our small community and
Museum on the aviation communities’ map.

The Y2K Project was carried on the shoulders
of devoted and tireless volunteers. They
included many CAFM volunteers, but added
key supporters such as Pat Murphy, Dave
Macleod, Tom Quibell and Captains Harold
Mulder and Mike Forbes. They invented and
conducted a variety of fund raising activities;
these included posters, ball caps and t-shirts
emblazoned with “ Y2K Will Fly Again”. They
organised Spitfire pilot autograph sessions,
where such Spitfire heroes as Stocky Edwards,
Duke Warren, Jim O’Toole, Hart Finley, Jim
Rankin, Jan Pomietlarz, Art Sager and Kit
Carson, would gather in the Hangar to sign
posters and be photographed. The Committee
commissioned Gordon Pynn to paint a limited

Spitfire heroes. L to R: F/O Jim O’Toole, RCAF,
S/L Hart Finley, RCAF, Lt Cmdr Jim Rankin, RN,
W/O Jan Pomietlarz, RAF, W/C Stocky Edwards,
RAF/RCAF, W/C Duke Warren, RAF/RCAF,
S/L Art Sager, RCAF, F/L Kit Carson, RAF/RCAF
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edition print of the Y2K Spitfire shooting
down a FW-190: “Touche!” Subsequently
500 serialised copies were made and signed
by 12 wartime Spitfire pilots. The Committee
also commissioned another painting of Y2K
in Comox was by Brian Scott, a local but
very famous painter, whose creation followed
his inimitable style. These prints were then
sold to generate much needed funds. The
volunteers also organised a BBQ at 442 Sqn,
where folks could gather, eat, learn about the
Spitfire Project and contribute to it through
donations and/or buying Y2K branded items.
Finally, Capt Mike Forbes worked hundreds
of weekends, opening the hangar and giving
guided tours of the project. It is very worth
noting that during the ten year period
1999 – 2008 the project received donations
totalling $125,645.00.
Phase 2: Partnership with VWOC
in Comox (2008 – 2014)
Restoration proceeded slowly, despite heroic
volunteer efforts, with the pace dictated by
funds, and by 2007 only the fuselage and tail of
Y2K were completed. It had become clear that
considerable funds were needed to finish this
project: now known to be over $2 million, a
number twice the original estimate and several
orders of magnitude beyond any CAFM fund
raising campaign. Additionally, concerns were
raised about operating the finished aircraft,
since personnel, facilities and resources to fly,
hangar and display it were non-existent. It is
worth noting at this point that these concerns
had been formally raised as far back as June
2002. In 2008, a formal options analysis was
conducted, and it concluded that the project
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would have to cease; the unfinished aircraft
would be disposed of unless a new owner could
be found. The aircraft was formally offered
to other Air Force museums, through CAPA,
but there was no interest.

Vintage Wings of Canada (VWOC), a notfor-profit Heritage Foundation, offered to
take over the project in-situ, and provide the
estimated money, expertise and facilities to
restore it to flying status. This would create a
partnership, with VWOC restoring the Spitfire
and CAFM hosting the Spitfire restoration
display. The project was formally transferred
to VWOC for one dollar, after the following
agreement, dated 12 March 2009, between the
CDS and VWOC was reached:
1. W hile it was being built in Comox it would
be available as a CAFM display;
2. The Test Flight program and a celebration
event would be in Comox;

3. Upon completion it would join the Heritage
Aircraft Foundation, to be flown for the
benefit of all Canadians on significant
memorial occasions;
4. It would be marked as the Comox Y2K
Spitfire, civilian registration GYQQ; and

5. The aircraft must be restored to flying
condition within 30 months of the March
2009 Closing Date: September 2011

A formal Provision of Service Agreement
between 19 Wing Comox and VWOC was
signed on 1 June 2009. This Agreement
specified all the terms and conditions of
VWOC using DND facilities. Of note, DND’s
support of the Y2K Project continued; it was
agreed that VWOC would not be charged any
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fees for use of 19 Wing facilities, provided that
the conditions of the original sales agreement
were met. Local management of the project
was assigned to Colonel (ret) Terry Chester
who VWOC designated as their Y2K Project
Manager; like so many others he was an unpaid
volunteer. Bonn Svensson now worked for
VWOC as the Y2K Project AME.
VWOC shares a central ethos with the
CAFM: things don’t make history; it is people
that make history. Each aircraft in their
collection, therefore, is named in honour of a
Canadian who flew such an aircraft in combat,
or on flight operations. Examples include
the “Robert Hampton Gray” Corsair, the
“William Lidstone McKnight” Hurricane and
the “Stocky Edwards” Kittyhawk. As agreed,
the Spitfire will always wear the markings of
a 442 Squadron (RCAF) Spitfire coded Y2K.
However, it will also be known as the “Arnold
Roseland” Spitfire. Flight Lieutenant Arnold
“Rosey” Roseland served on 442 Squadron and
flew sixty-five ops in Y2K. Sadly, he was killed
in combat over St. Martin de Mailloc, France
on July 13th, 1944. VWOC will operate the
Spitfire as a flying testament to Roseland’s
sacrifice, along with all the other brave
Canadian Spitfire pilots who gave their lives
in freedom’s name.

The transfer of Y2K from DND to VWOC
meant a change of airworthiness rulebooks,
from DND military rules to Transport Canada
civilian rules. The first step that VWOC took
was to convert the workshop into a Transport
Canada certified Approved Maintenance
Operation (AMO). This involved some
modification of the existing worksite, but
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Arnold “Rosey” Roseland

the bulk of the work was in implementing
Transport Canada processes, practices and
record keeping. Terry Chester continued as
Y2K Project Manager and he started hiring
staff. A Mr. Kaven Tremblay was first hired to
conduct an analysis and reconciliation of all
the aircraft records. They were quickly found
by him to be remarkably incomplete. Next to
be hired to manage the AMO was Mr. Ken
Hazell, himself an AME. Mr. Dean Sept
was also hired as the Y2K Project Principal
AME. The initial plan to create a stand-alone
AMO was found to be unnecessary. Instead,
VWOC determined that the Y2K Project
could be run as a workshop (Sub-AMO)
operating under the aegis of the existing
VWOC AMO. Finally, 19 Wing agreed
to expand the workshop to allow the wings
to be installed in due course.
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of Spitfire wings, ready for attachment to the
aircraft, he was unable to fully complete them in
time and on budget. In fact, there were several
serious errors made in the wings’ construction.
As a result, the partially completed wings were
seized, and shipped to Gatineau for finishing.
Unfortunately, they were largely unusable and
VWOC ended up building their own set of
wings, based on spars put aside for another
Spitfire restoration. The work on the wings was
completed in 2014.

The work completed on TE294 prior to it being
disassembled for transport to Gatineau, Quebec.
(3 Aug 2013, Comox, BC)

Unfortunately, by November 2010, it had
become clear to VWOC that the structures
and pieces they had purchased were far from
airworthy and that the necessary records were
incomplete or inaccurate. As a result, meeting
the original September 2011 completion date
was deemed impossible; however the goal
remained to complete the restoration as soon
as possible. This date would continue to slip,
as is the norm in such projects.
Phase 3: VWOC in Gatineau (2014 – 2017)
As is true with almost all vintage aircraft
restorations, there are only a handful of
people world-wide who can fabricate the
unique yet still airworthy parts. Mr. Ralph
Hull in the United Kingdom was one of these
acknowledged experts; in fact he had visited
Comox, on a trip paid by the Y2K Project, to
help set up the restoration area back in 2000.
Despite having a contract to hand-build a set
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The fuselage and the wings then had to be
collocated for installation, flight testing and
operations. The original VWOC plan was to ship
the completed wings to Comox, using available
hangar space in the GRA for the installation
of the wings on the fuselage. In 2011, the
Spitfire workshop was renovated, increasing the
workspace to install the wings. However, in order
to get the aircraft out of the workshop, the wings
would have to be removed; this is difficult and
time consuming. The problems with using a
19 Wing hangar were threefold: it would take
up valuable hangar space, all VWOC staff would
need ongoing GRA access, and the aircraft
would not be accessible to the public.
The original plan also proposed conducting the
test flight program here. This simply did not
stand the test of time for several reasons:
1. Lack of hangar space;

2. The test flight team members all lived in
Ottawa; and

3. Test flying is risky; therefore it must take
place in an area with many suitable forced
landing sites. Geographically, the Comox area
is singularly ill-suited for single-engine aircraft
test flights.
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CAFM, it is known that VWOC has spent in
excess of $4,000,000 on the Spitfire alone. This
is a far cry from what was originally dreamed
back in 1999!

In June 2017 Y2K flew its first flight. It took
at least $5,000,000, 17 years of work and two
organisations to do it, but, as promised, Y2K
flew again! Dave O’Malley, the head of VWOC
Public Affairs, issued this statement, which says
it all:
Fitting the Gatineau wings to the Comox fuselage.
(11 Nov 2014, Gatineau, Quebec, Dave O’Malley,
VWOC)

Shipping the fuselage to Gatineau was clearly
the most practical, efficient and economical
plan, in particular because a fuselage is
easier to ship than wings and is certainly less
delicate. The Gatineau facility was purpose
built, equipped and manned for such a task.
This included the access to specialised aircraft
painting facilities. Furthermore, the facilities
and test pilots to conduct the test flight
program were based in Gatineau. Based on
the rationale above, 19 Wing Comox agreed
to the departure of the Y2K fuselage in
September 2014; all other contract conditions
were still in force.

VWOC made great progress throughout
2015, 2016 and 2017. Within their custommade facility in Gatineau they had assembled
a very highly skilled technical and logistical
staff. They certainly proved themselves ready
and able to complete the Spitfire. It must be
recognised that restoring a WW2 aircraft to
flying condition requires an amazing amount
of money. Building on what had been done by
OUR STORY

“Arnold Roseland was just 28-years old when he
died in an aerial gunfight over Normandy in the
summer of 1944. He had fought both the Japanese
in the Aleutians and the Nazis before and after
D-Day. If anyone deserved to return home to
his family, it was the well-liked “Rosey”. But it
was not to be. Instead he died when his parachute
caught on the tail of his burning Spitfire and he
was thrown to his death when the aircraft struck
the ground.

Since that day, Rosey’s remains have lain in a
well-tended grave site at the Bretteville-sur-Laize
Canadian War Cemetery in Calvados, France.
In those days, men who died in battle were not
returned home, but were often buried in the small
town graveyards where they died and then moved
to a larger site after the war. Their spirits returned
to be captured in the hearts of loved ones, there
to live forever in their memories. The memory of
Arnold Roseland lived on in his wife Audrey’s
heart until her death, and since then his story has
been carried like a torch by his son Ron and his
children and grandchildren. Though Ron would
never meet his father, he had some artifacts to
help him construct a bridge to him—his eyes have
scanned the words that Rosey’s hands penned in his
logbook, his hands have caressed his pilot’s brevet,
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his story has coursed through his bloodstream like
a ghost. But there was no actual living memory
he could attach his love to. Until last week.

Last week, Rosey’s spirit rose into the air over
his native Canada, casting a physical shadow
across a country he gave his life to protect and to
preserve its freedoms. Last week, after many years
and millions of dollars, Spitfire Mk IX TE294,
known as the Roseland Spitfire, took to the skies
for the very first time. The Roseland Spitfire is the
very embodiment of that brave, fatigued young
man from so long ago. It is in fact the embodiment
of every young Spitfire pilot who went to war
and never came home. That is why we took on this
project—to honour these courageous Canadians
by building the first Spitfire ever built in Canada
and flying it in Canadian markings.
When the volunteers at the Comox Air Force
Museum began work on TE294, they went
forward under the hopeful banner “She will
fly again.” Vintech Aero and Vintage Wings
of Canada have always respected this vision
of the project’s founders and we are proud to
have helped fulfill that promise they made. Since
this first flight, the Roseland Spitfire has now
completed six test flights, each one carefully and
gradually expanding the flight envelope of the
aircraft. Vintage Wings of Canada will now
take TE294 through a lengthy, meticulous and
methodical test process for the rest of the year to
ensure she is in perfect order before she attends
any distant air show or other events. She will,
however, be debuting for all of Canada when she
makes a triumphant flypast over Parliament Hill
in Ottawa on Canada Day to celebrate Canada’s
150th Birthday. How’s that for a homecoming for
long lost but not forgotten Arnold Roseland!
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Many people worked to bring the Roseland Spitfire
across the finish line. They include the VWOC
technical team—Gerry Bettridge, Mike Potter,
Pat Tenger, John Aitken, Ken Wood, Mike Irvin,
Mark Dufresne, Guy Richard, Paul Tremblay and
André Laviolette. Of course, it took more than just
these men to build this aircraft. This includes the
dedicated Vintech Aero team at Comox who worked
on the fuselage—Ken Hazell, Dean Sept, Kaven
Tremblay, Henry Bukach, Terry Chester, as well
as Bonn Svensson, Andrej Janik, Korrey Foisy,
Mario Geuvremont, Ian Ward, Rob Fleck, Dave
O’Malley, Stocky Edwards, and of course Mark
DeVries who started it all 20 years ago or more.
A special mention goes out to all the volunteers
at the Comox Air Force Museum who began this
project at the beginning of the new millennium—
people like Irv Fraser, Pat Murphy, Dave McLeod,
Mike Forbes, Tom Quibell, Harold Mulder and
many more. We should also mention the help
of people like Peter Monk, Guy Black, Martin
Phillips, and Brenden Deere as well as the folks at
Cunningham Aero, Supermarine Aero, Airframe
Assemblies, Retro Track and Air.”
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Photos courtesy of Vintage Wings of Canada
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7
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS: PAST AND PRESENT
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” — Winston Churchill

Jon Ambler,
Program Manager &
Volunteer Coordinator

Lorraine Angley,
Program Manager &
Volunteer Coordinator

Sally Atton

Corrine Bainard

Captain Lynn Barley,
Director

Warrant Officer
Mike Barnucz,
Deputy Director

Mel Birnie

Gary Brammer

Dan Brennan

Alex Boyko

Terry Chester

Howard Coram
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Bill Cuell

Marty Cunningham

Norm Danton

Ted Dennis

Dennis Dupuis

Deb Dyer,
Gift Shop Manager

Jean Ennis

Mike Forbes

Irv Fraser

Augustina Frederiksen

Gord Grawbarger

Don Grenon

Mike Hendren

Allison Hetman

Bobbi Howard-Muir

Ron Hunchiak
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Sherry Irvine

Jed Jednorog

Maggy Johnson

Rodney Jones

Miriam Juniper

Val Kaehler

Kevin Kinsella

Nort Kennedy

Keith Kent

Randy Komar

René Labrie

Robert Lesage

Herbie Lightfoot

Ken Hutchison
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Amanda Low

Captain John Low,
Director
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Tom Lowe
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Sulaika Levasseur

2Lt. Bruce Lyth

Don Manley

Deb McKenzie

Jack McLeod

Steve McNamee

Dave Mellin

Sady Miller

Pat Murphy

Brian O’Cain

Sergeant Mike O’Rourke,
Deputy Director

Mike Owen

Ken Oxley,
Gift Shop Manager

Lynda Oxley

Len Phillips
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Geoff Plant

Carol Popkin

Harlin Price

Noreen Purdy,
Gift Shop Manager

Tyko Popkin-Adams

Jim Rasor

Lucie Popkin-Adams

Bob Richter,
Museum Manager

Beth Rodan

Rob Roy

Gary Sieben

Fin Sinclair

Murray Smith

2Lt. Darren Sopher

Mike Spooner

Mike Stambois
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Frank Steven

David Stinson

Bonn Svensson,
AME

Gene Tanner

Carol Tombs

Herman Torgersen

Bill Wagstaff

Ray Webber

Loretta Wetmore

Gary Wiffen

David Wilson

Val Wilson

Staff & Volunteers
missing photos
Rob Atton
Tony Howarth
Jack Holden
Tom Leighton
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Sarah McNulty
Harold Mulder
Tom Quibell
Rich Revel
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AFTERWORD

Looking back, the Comox Air Force Museum rose from grassroots, and was brought to
life by dedicated volunteer efforts. Our original mandate has been consistently respected
and, where necessary, expanded. We now have an updated Main Gallery, a vast Reference
Library, a Heritage Air Park with aircraft and vehicles, and a sustainable staffing model. Most
importantly, we have a large group of dedicated volunteers who have made it all happen, and
continue to make it happen. Prior to 1987, the potential for a Comox Air Force Museum was
identified by some forward-thinking Air Force champions, and in the thirty years since 1987, I
am proud to say, it has been realised.

A core value within the Museum is that “things don’t make history; people make history.”
This guiding principle has shaped our displays and tours, and made them focus on people, and
what people have done. The Ten Year Museum Display Development Plan will be completed
in late 2017. The final graphic panel will be the last one seen by visitors as they leave the Main
Gallery. The central point of that panel will be that Canada’s sons and daughters have defended
our way of life through the application of air power for over a century, and their skill, bravery
and sacrifice is celebrated within the Main Gallery. That said, the story is not over, because the
RCAF makes history every day. And if the RCAF is making history every day, then the Comox
Air Force Museum has an ongoing responsibility to capture, and then celebrate that history.
Though we deal with the past, I am convinced the future is bright.
Finally, as I reviewed the records and files, and interviewed staff and volunteers from previous
years, I was struck by the consistent high level of effort, passion and enthusiasm that everyone
associated with the CAFM over the past 30 years has shown. It was, and remains, a true labour
of love.

J.K. Ambler
September 2017

About the author
Jon Ambler served in the Canadian Forces as a Long Range Patrol Navigator for 30 years,
completing four flying tours. His career highlights include three commands: 415 (LRP)
Squadron, the Canadian Contingent of the Multinational Force and Observers peacekeeping
force, and 19 Wing Comox. He is a graduate of the University of Manitoba, with a BA in
History and Political Science, the Royal Air Force Staff College and the United States Air
Force Air War College. In 2008, he was hired by the Comox Valley Air Force Museum
Association to serve as the CAFM Program Manager & Volunteer Coordinator. In 2017 the
British Columbia Historical Federation awarded him a Certificate of Recognition for his
ongoing work in researching and promoting our West Coast aviation history. He and his wife
Jill reside in Courtenay BC.
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APPENDIX 1
CFB Comox Base Commanders 1987 – 2017
Col JEH Gibbon		
Col JE McGee		
Col TB Rogers		
Col BB MacLean		
Col WJ Neumann		
Col RL Price		
Col JK Ambler		
Col FG Bigelow		
Col JRM LaLumiere		
Col J Benninger		
Col T Dunne		
Col MC Atkins		

1986 – 1989
1989 – 1992
1992 – 1995
1995 – 1998
1998 – 2001
2001 – 2004
2004 – 2007
2007 – 2009
2009 – 2011
2011 – 2014
2014 – 2016
2016 –

APPENDIX 2
Spirit of the Volunteer Award
2007 Ken Oxley

2008 Mel Birnie

2009 Geoff Plant

2010 Steve McNamee
2011 Irv Fraser

2012 Len Phillips

2013 Mike Forbes

2014 Corrine Bainard
2015 Val Wilson

2016 Kevin Kinsella
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APPENDIX 3
CVAFMA Board of Directors

2000		

President:
Mike Spooner
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Mike Hendren
Treasurer:
Gary Woodroffe
Director:
Murray Smith
Observer:
Joel Clarkston
Observer:
Bob Richter
		

2001

President:
Mike Spooner
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Mike Hendren
Treasurer:
Gary Woodroffe
Membership: Murray Smith
Director:
Colin Campbell
Observer:
Joel Clarkston
Observer:
Bob Richter

2003		
2002				
President:
Mike Spooner
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Mike Hendren
Treasurer:
Gary Woodroffe
Membership: Colin Campbell
Observer:
Joel Clarkston
Observer:
Bob Richter

President:
Mike Spooner
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Kathy Taylor
Treasurer:
Gary Woodroffe
Membership: Mike Hendren
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Director:
Terry Chester
Observer:
Joel Clarkston
Observer:
Bob Richter

2004		

2005

President:
Mike Spooner
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Kathy Taylor
Treasurer:
Gary Woodroffe
Membership: Mike Hendren
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Fundraising: Terry Chester
Director:
Mike Gibbs
Observer:
Jon Rothwell
Observer:
Bob Richter
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President:
Mike Hendren
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Kathy Taylor
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Lynda Oxley
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Fundraising: Terry Chester
Director:
Mike Gibbs
Observer:
Lorraine Angley
Observer:
Bob Richter
Observer:
Jon Ambler
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CVAFMA Board of Directors cont’d
2006

President:
Mike Hendren
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Allison Hetman
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Lynda Oxley
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Fundraising: Terry Chester
Director:
Mel Bush
Observer:
Lorraine Angley
Observer:
Bob Richter
Observer:
Joel Clarkston
Observer:
Bob Richter

President:
Mike Hendren
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
David Stinson
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Ken Hutchison
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Fundraising: Terry Chester
Director:
Bill Cuell
Observer:
John Low
Observer:
Lorraine Angley

2008		

2009

2010

2011		

President:
Mike Hendren
V-President: Frank Steven
Secretary:
David Stinson
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Bill Cuell
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Fundraising: Terry Chester
Director:
Don Manley
Observer:
John Low
Observer:
Jon Ambler

President:
Don Manley
V-President: Bob Mortimer
Secretary:
David Stinson
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Bill Cuell
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Director:
Mike Hendren
Director:
Val Kaehler
Director:
Dave Mellin
Director:
Chris Tuck
Observer:
John Low
Observer:
Jon Ambler
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2007		

President:
Mike Hendren
V-President: Don Manley
Secretary:
David Stinson
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Bill Cuell
Bingo:
Herbie Lightfoot
Fundraising: TBD
Director:
Dave Mellin
Director:
Bob Mortimer
Director:
Ken Oxley
Director:
Frank Steven
Observer:
Capt John Low
Observer:
Jon Ambler
President:
Don Manley
V-President: Bob Mortimer
Secretary:
Jean Ennis
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Bill Cuell
Director:
Terry Chester
Director:
Mike Hendren
Director:
Val Kaehler
Director:
Herb Lightfoot
Director:
Dave Mellin
Observer:
Capt John Low
Observer:
WO Mike Barnucz
Observer:
Jon Ambler
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CVAFMA Board of Directors cont’d
2012		

2013		

2014

2015

2016

2017

President:
Bill Cuell
V-President: Bob Mortimer
Secretary:
Jean Ennis
Treasurer:
Mike Spooner
Membership: Len Phillips
Director:
Terry Chester
Director:
Mike Hendren
Director:
Rodney Jones
Director:
Herb Lightfoot
Director:
Dave Mellin
Recording Scy:Corrine Bainard
Observer:
Capt Lynn Barley
Observer:
WO Mike Barnucz
Observer:
Jon Ambler
President:
Bill Cuell
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Jean Ennis
Treasurer:
Deb McKenzie
Membership: Len Phillips
Director:
Corrine Bainard
Director:
Terry Chester
Director:
Dennis Dupuis
Director:
Dave Mellin
Director:
Murray Smith
Observer:
Capt Lynn Barley
Observer:
WO Mike Barnucz
Observer:
Jon Ambler
President:
Bill Cuell
V-President: Harlin Price; Randy Komar
Secretary:
Val Wilson
Treasurer:
Deb McKenzie
Membership: Allison Hetman
Director:
Dan Brennan
Director:
Dennis Dupuis
Director:
Jed Jednorog
Director:
Kevin Kinsella
Director:
Harlin Price
Observer:
Capt Lynn Barley
Observer:
WO Mike Barnucz
Observer:
Jon Ambler
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President:
Bill Cuell
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Jean Ennis
Treasurer:
Deb McKenzie
Membership: Len Phillips
Director:
Terry Chester
Director:
Dennis Dupuis
Director:
Mike Hendren
Director:
Dave Mellin
Director:
Murray Smith
Observer:
Capt Lynn Barley
Observer:
WO Mike Barnucz
Observer:
Jon Ambler

President:
Bill Cuell
V-President: Harlin Price
Secretary:
Val Wilson
Treasurer:
Deb McKenzie
Membership: Len Phillips
Director:
Corrine Bainard
Director:
Dan Brennan
Director:
Dennis Dupuis
Director:
Kevin Kinsella
Director:
Dave Mellin
Observer:
Capt Lynn Barley
Observer:
WO Mike Barnucz
Observer:
Jon Ambler
President:
Don Manley; Kevin Kinsella
V-President: Kevin Kinsella; Steve McNamee
Secretary:
Val Wilson
Treasurer:
Deb McKenzie
Membership: Allison Hetman
Director:
Norm Danton
Director:
Deb Dyer
Director:
Jack Holden
Director:
Jed Jednorog
Director:
Carol Popkin
Observer:
Capt Lynn Barley
Observer:
WO Mike Barnucz; Sgt Mike O’Rourke
Observer:
Jon Ambler
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APPENDIX 4
Museum Paid Staff 1987 – 2017
1987

Chairman:
Curator:

Maj Don Thain
Mrs. Nancy Green

1988

Chairman:
Curator:

Maj Don Thain
Mrs. Nancy Green

1989

Chairman:
Curator:

Maj Ian Sibbald
Mrs. Elizabeth Bennett

1990

Chairman:
Curator:

Maj Wes Postma
Ron Jensen

1991

Chairman:
Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Wes Postma
John Logan
Evelyn Femia

1992

Chairman:
Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Wes Postma
John Logan
Allison Hetman

1993

Chairman:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Wes Postma
Corky Hansen
Heidi Summers
Allison Hetman

Chairman:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Corky Hansen
Heidi Summers
Allison Hetman

Chairman:
Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Corky Hansen
Allison Hetman

Chairman:
Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Corky Hansen
Allison Hetman

1994

1995

1996
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1997

Chairman:
Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Corky Hansen
Allison Hetman

1998

Chairman:
Curator:
Secretary:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Corky Hansen
Allison Hetman

1999

Chairman:
Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Bob Richter
Carol Tombs

2000

Chairman:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Bob Richter
Fung Trieu
Noreen Purdy

2001

Chairman:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Maj Joel Clarkston
Bob Richter
Jay Bridges
Noreen Purdy

2002

Chairman:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt Jon Rothwell
Bob Richter
Dale McCartney
Noreen Purdy

2003

Director:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
Bob Richter
Dale McCartney
Noreen Purdy

2004

Director:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
Bob Richter
Tanya Christensen
Noreen Purdy

COMOX AIR FORCE MUSEUM

2005

Director:
Curator:
A/Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
Bob Richter
Sady Miller
Noreen Purdy

2013

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt Lynn Barley
WO Mike Barnucz
Jon Ambler
Ken Oxley

2006

Director:
Capt John Low
Curator: 		Lorraine Angly
A/Curator: 		Sady Miller
Gift Shop Mgr:
Noreen Purdy

2014

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt Lynn Barley
WO Mike Barnucz
Jon Ambler
Ken Oxley

2007

Director:
Curator:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
Lorraine Angly
Noreen Purdy

2015

2008

Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
Jon Ambler
Noreen Purdy

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt Lynn Barley
WO Mike Barnucz
Jon Ambler
Deb Dyer

2016

2009

Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
Jon Ambler
Noreen Purdy

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt Lynn Barley
WO Mike Barnucz
Jon Ambler
Deb Dyer

2017

2010

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
WO Mike Barnucz
Jon Ambler
Ken Oxley

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt Lynn Barley
Sgt Mike O’Rourke
Jon Ambler
Deb Dyer

2011

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt John Low
WO Mike Barnucz
Jon Ambler
Ken Oxley

2012

Director:
D/Director:
Mgr/Vol Coord:
Gift Shop Mgr:

Capt Lynn Barley
WO Mike Barnucz
Jon Ambler
Ken Oxley

OUR STORY
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www.comoxairforcemuseum.ca

COMOX AIR FORCE MUSEUM
Our Story

MOX
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Visit us on the corner of Ryan Road and Military Row in Comox, BC CANADA
Phone: 250.339.8162
cafm.info@gmail.com
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by Colonel (Ret) Jon Ambler OMM, CD

